
 
 

4 REGULATION OF OUTDOOR FIRES  

4.1 No person shall start a fire outdoors for the purpose of burning piled 

wood, brush, leaves or discarded wood by-products unless: 

a) a responsible person is available to tend the fire until it is extinguished; 

b) the material is burned in a single pile that is less than two metres in 

diameter and less than two metres high; 

c) the fire is started two hours before sunset or later, and is extinguished 

no later than two hours after sunrise the following day; 

d) the fire is located at least  three metres from any flammable materials; 

and 

e) the person tending the fire has tools or water adequate to contain the 

fire within the fire site; and, 

f) the person has access to an operable phone when burning. 

4.2 No person shall start a fire outdoors  for the purpose of burning grass or 

leaf litter unless: 

a) the fire is started on property that the person lawfully occupies; 

b) the total area to be burned does not exceed 0.1 hectare ; 

c) a responsible person is available to tend the fire until the fire is 

extinguished; 

d) the length of the flaming edge does not exceed 15 metres ; 

e) the fire is started ; two hours before sunset or later, and is extinguished 

no later than two hours after sunrise the following day; 

f) the person tending the fire has tools or water adequate to contain the 

fire within the fire site; and, 

g) the person has access to an operable phone when burning. 

4.3 Except in a Restricted Fire Zone, a person may start a fire outdoors for 

cooking or warmth if: 

a) the site of the fire is bare rock or non -combustible material; 

b) the fire is at least  three metres from any flammable material; 
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c) the space above  the fire is clear of vegetation for at least three metres; 

and, 

d) the fire does not exceed one metre in height and one metre in diameter. 

5 REGULATION OF OUTDOOR FIRES IN RESTRICTED FIRE ZONES 

5.1 No person shall start a fire outdoors in a Restricted Fire Zone unless: 

a) the fire is for the purpose of cooking or obtaining warmth; 

b) the fire is in a portable stove or charcoal installation; and,  

c) in the case of a stove, it is at least one metre from any naturally 

occurring flammable material, and the flame in the stove can be extinguished 

by a fuel control valve or by closing the stove. 

7 PENALTIES AND LIABILITY FOR EXPENSES 

7.1 Every person who contravenes or fails to comply with any of the 

provisions of this by-law is guilty of an offence, and upon conviction is liable 

to the fines and other penalties prescribed by the Provincial Offences Act. 

7.2 Any costs and expenses for services provided by or on behalf of the 

Municipality, or for which the Municipality is liable for in endeavoring to 

control or extinguish any fire caused by or resulting from a person 

contravening or failing to comply with any provision of this by-law shall be a 

service charge pursuant to Section 220.1 of the Municipal Act, S.O., 2001, and 

shall constitute a debt of such person to the Municipality. 

7.3 Any service charge imposed pursuant to this By-law shall be payable 

within fifteen (15) days after the Municipality has delivered or sent by 

prepaid registered post an invoice to the person responsible, and interest 

shall accrue and be added to the amount at the rate of 1.25% per month 

commencing on the 16th day following the delivery or sending of the invoice. 

7.4 Service charges pursuant to this by-law shall be as follows: 

a) $450.00 for each Fire Department vehicle attending for the first hour; and, 

b) $225.00 for each Fire Department vehicle attending for every additional 

half hour or part hour thereof. 

7.5 The service charges identified in this section will be applied when Fire 

Department vehicles are deployed as a result of a contravention of or failure 

to comply with one or more provisions of this by-law, regardless of whether 

the vehicles are utilized to control or extinguish a fire. 


