
 

 

 

The Corporation of 

THE  TOWNSHIP of CARLING 
2 West Carling Bay Road, Nobel, ON P0G 1G0 

Email:  planning@carling.ca 

Phone: 705-342-5856 ext. 9183    Fax:  705-342-9527

 
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING 

APPLICATION FOR A MINOR VARIANCE 
 
This is to advise that a virtual Public Hearing will be held at 9:00 a.m. on the date listed below. At 
that time an application for Minor Variance will be heard by the Carling Township Committee of 
Adjustment. Due to the ongoing Covid-19 Pandemic, the meeting will be broadcasted virtually 
through the GoTo Meeting Application. 
 
This letter is for your information only.  Persons receiving this notice are under no obligation to 
attend the hearing unless they so desire.  Written, signed submissions will be accepted by the 
Secretary-Treasurer prior to or during the hearing.  Such written submissions will be available for 
inspection at the hearing by any interested party. 
 
If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment in respect of this 
application, you must submit a written request to the Secretary-Treasurer.  This will also entitle 
you to be advised of a possible Local Planning Appeal Tribunal. 
 
Additional information is available for inspection by the public on request by contacting the 
Township Planner, Ryan Snowball at planning@carling.ca between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m. 
 
Kevin McLlwain 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Carling Township Committee of Adjustment 
 
Dated the 29th day of July, 2021 
 
IN THE MATTER OF MINIOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A/3/2021 
Date of Hearing:  August 24, 2021 
Owner(s):   Stephen and Jennifer Trepanier 
Property Location:  7 Island 19C 
 
PLEASE NOTE: If you wish to attend the Public Hearing, please contact planning@carling.ca to 
RSVP and obtain log-in credentials. To access the virtual Public Hearing, you will be required to 
download the GoToMeeting application to your computer or personal device. 
 
DISCLAIMER: The Township of Carling cannot make any guarantees to the reliability of internet 
connection required to host this Public Hearing. If for whatever reason the virtual Public Hearing 
cannot proceed as scheduled, the Township may be forced to cancel the Public Hearing and 
reschedule for a later date. Please check the Township’s website at www.carling.ca for any 
updates relating to this Public Hearing. 
 
The purpose of the application is to seek relief from Section 5.01 L) and 5.22 of the Township’s 
Zoning By-law, being the maximum floor area and height permitted for a gazebo located in the 
front yard of a property zoned Waterfront Residential 2 (WF2). 
 
The effect of the application is to permit the construction of a gazebo with a total floor area of 
13.378 square metre (144 square feet) gazebo within the front yard of the subject land. Section 
5.22 of the Zoning By-law limits the floor area of a gazebo in the front yard to 9.9 square metres. 
The application will also permit the gazebo to have a total height of 3.65 metres (12 feet), where 
the Zoning By-law restricts gazebos located in the front yard to a total height of 3.5 metres. 
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The sketch on the following page illustrates the lands which are the subject of this minor variance 
application. Additional information regarding this application is available for inspection by the 
public on request by contacting the Township Planner, Ryan Snowball at planning@carling.ca 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
 
For more information about this matter or about the virtual Public Hearing process, please contact 
Ryan Snowball, Planner at planning@carling.ca.  
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To:  Stephan Trepanier  
From:   FRi Ecological Services 
Date:  June 22, 2021  
Subject:   Eastern Foxsnake Habitat Assessment 

Minor Variance Application, Township of Carling  

Introduction 
The property owners of Lot 7 on Goat Island in Carling Township are proposing the addition 
of a gazebo and sleep cabin on their existing developed property. The proposed works 
represent an additional cumulative footprint of approximately 93.6m2. There is an existing 
seasonal dwelling currently on the subject property. 

Figure 1: Location of subject property 

FRi Ecological Services was engaged to assess the potential habitat for the Eastern 
foxsnake (Pantherophis gloydi) within the proposed structure locations and adjacent lands. 
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Figure 2: Locations of proposed site development 

Existing Conditions 
The site was investigated on June 7th, 2021. Each location proposed for development was 
investigated to determine areas of potentially suitable foxsnake habitat and more 
specifically, areas that could function as habitat for and support thermoregulation, shedding, 
oviposition, and hibernation.  

The shoreline faces north to northwest and is not exposed to the sun for a large portion of 
the day. The site is well-treed with some open areas of rock barren near the shoreline (Photo 
1). The open areas lack cover features such as table rock, exposed tree roots that may 
support shedding sites, and large cracks and crevices in the bedrock that may provide 
access to potential hibernation habitat. The proposed footprint of the gazebo is smooth 
bedrock with wild lowbush blueberry (Vaccinium angustifolium), Canada mayflower 
(Maianthemum canadense), and poverty oatgrass (Danthonia spicata) growing throughout 
the area and adjacent land (Photos 2 to 5).  

The proposed footprint of the sleep cabin is smooth bedrock with reindeer lichens (Cladina 
spp.), broom mosses (Dicranum spp.), starflower (Trientalis borealis), and wild lowbush 
blueberry (Photos 6 & 7). A cluster of nine eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) trees all with 
a diameter at breast height (DBH) of less than 30cm (Photo 8) are proposed for removal to 
accommodate the proposed sleep cabin.  
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Photo 1: Open rock barren near 

shoreline  
Photo 2: Lands adjacent proposed 

gazebo 
 

 

 

 
Photo 3: Lands adjacent proposed 

gazebo 
Photo 4: Lands adjacent proposed 

gazebo 
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Photo 5: Location of proposed gazebo Photo 6: Proposed site of sleep cabin 

 

 

 

 
Photo 7: Proposed site of sleep cabin Photo 8: Nine eastern hemlocks 

proposed for removal in footprint of 
sleep cabin 
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Assessment 
Based on our observations, there was not any evidence present for suitable foxsnake habitat 
within the proposed sites for construction or adjacent lands (Figure 3). There is no blasting 
and minimal to no tree clearing proposed in the construction of the sleeping cabin and the 
gazebo. The site orientation (North and Northwest) limits the opportunities for 
thermoregulation since it is shaded for most of the day. The lack of cover on site also limits 
the functionality as a shedding site. During the site visit, the north and northeast shorelines 
were investigated as well as the areas connecting the proposed structures with the main 
dwelling.  

The province’s Habitat Protection Summary (HPS) for Eastern Foxsnake (Georgian Bay 
population) states that most activities can continue in forested areas without negatively 
impacting the species’ habitat as long as the activities do not result in the significant loss of 
forest cover or create a permanent barrier to movement. The HPS also lists activities that 
would be considered as generally compatible with the habitat of Eastern Foxsnake. These 
include passive uses such as gardening or the construction of small structures like sheds 
and decks. The proposed construction of a 12ft x 12ft (~3.7m x 3.7m) gazebo and 36ft x 24 
ft (~11m x 7.3m) sleep cabin is akin to the footprint of that of a shed or a deck. 

The proposed location of the gazebo is a northwest facing area of smooth bedrock 
surrounded by areas of established coniferous forest (white pine, balsam fir, eastern white 
cedar) with areas of closed canopy that would not support thermoregulation or hibernation 
habitat such as crevices providing access below the frost line or small animal burrows. No 
permanent barrier to movement will be created by the construction of these structures and 
any snakes that move through the north end of Goat Island in the future will not be impeded 
by the construction of the proposed structures.  

There are no suitable shedding sites such as compost piles, rock crevices, or large rotting 
trees or snags within the adjacent area and within the areas that are proposed for the gazebo 
and the sleep cabin.  

 
Compliance with the Endangered Species Act (2007) 
The preferred alternative is avoidance of impacts to individuals and habitat. It is the intention 
of the proponents to achieve avoidance. Field investigations confirmed the absence of 
critical habitat for Eastern foxsnake in the areas proposed for development and no negative 
impacts to Eastern foxsnake habitat are anticipated. In order to protect Eastern foxsnake 
individuals, it is recommended that contractors conduct a sweep of the work area and 
equipment each day prior to operations to ensure no snakes have moved into the work area. 
If Eastern foxsnakes are present on-site during construction, work should be halted and 
snakes allowed to move away on their own unharmed prior to resuming work. 
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Conclusion 
Based on the proposed site development and recommendations in this report, impact 
avoidance to habitat for the Eastern foxsnake will be achieved and no negative impacts to 
the species or its habitat are anticipated.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
Hannah Wolfram 
Biologist 


