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ENVIRONMENTAL SITE EVALUATION 
To:    Jackson Kuhn 

From:  FRi Ecological Services 

Date:  August 25th, 2020 

Subject:   Development Permit Application (5 Carrie Lane) 

INTRODUCTION 

The Township of Carling has requested an Environmental Site Evaluation as part of this 

zoning by-law amendment. Given that this is a relatively small lot and only involves the 

footprint of the proposed building and the rehabilitation of the developed area, this report 

has been scoped and will be concise. The report will meet the requirements as outlined in 

Section 14.02 of the Township of Carling Official Plan, Section 2.1 of the Provincial Policy 

Statement and the Endangered Species Act (2007). The proposed development involves 

the construction of a two-story garage, with a living space on the second floor, and a porch 

connecting the proposed garage to the existing dwelling (Figure 1). Both proposed 

structures will possess a combined footprint of approximately 85 square metres (915 ft.2) 

and would be constructed on portions of the existing driveway and manicured lawn (Figure 

2).  

APPROACH 

This will be a habitat-based approach to address the various natural heritage values and 

potential habitat for species at risk. Special attention is given to the potential habitat of the 

Eastern foxsnake since the property is located within the regulated habitat of this species. 

Section 2.1 of the Provincial Policy Statement includes: 

• Significant wetlands 
• Significant coastal wetlands 
• Significant wildlife habitat 
• Significant areas of natural and scientific interest 
• Fish habitat 
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• Habitat of endangered species and threatened species 
 
This review was completed through a desktop exercise supplemented by maps and 

documents provided by the applicant and the township as well as a site visit on August 

19th, 2020.  

Figure 1. Proposed building footprint 
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Figure 2. Location of proposed building envelope 

RESULTS 

SIGNIFICANT WETLANDS 

There are no provincially significant wetlands on or within 120m of the study area. There 

are no potential impacts. 

SIGNIFICANT COASTAL WETLANDS 

There are no provincially significant coastal wetlands within the study area. There are no 

potential impacts. 
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SIGNIFICANT AREAS OF NATURAL AND SCIENTIFIC INTEREST 

There are no areas of natural and scientific interest within the study area. There are no 

potential impacts. 

SIGNIFICANT WILDLIFE HABITAT 

Schedule B-1 of the Official Plan does not identify any potential significant wildlife habitat 

on the subject lands. Given that the proposed building envelope occurs on a section of the 

existing gravel driveway, it is unlikely that it would represent any significant wildlife habitat. 

Two mature trees, a white birch and a white pine, would be removed to accommodate the 

proposed structure. Each tree was inspected to identify if they possessed cavities or other 

features that would provide significant wildlife habitat. None contained any significant 

features. There is no significant wildlife habitat within the study area. There are no potential 

impacts. 

FISH HABITAT 

According to geospatial data retrieved from the Land information Ontario (LIO) database, 

the property fronts onto type 2 fish habitat. The proposed building envelope is located 

approximately 50m from the shoreline of Georgian Bay, which would provide more than 

adequate protection to the habitat. There are no potential impacts. 

HABITAT OF ENDANGERED SPECIES AND THREATENED SPECIES 

Table 1 lists the potential species at risk for Carling Township (Parry Sound MNRF SAR Tool 

ver. 7.0). Species listed that have no habitat potential for the site have been ruled out. All 

other listed species will be discussed below. 

EASTERN HOG-NOSED SNAKE 

This species tends to prefer sandy soil locations and wetland habitats. None of these 

features are present within the building envelope. There are no potential for impacts to this 

species. 
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Table 1.  Potential Threatened or Endangered Species of Carling Township 

Common Name Scientific Name Designation Potential Onsite 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Threatened none 
Bank Swallow Riparia riparia Threatened none 
Blanding’s turtle Emydoidea 

blandingii 
Threatened low 

Bobolink Dolichonyx 
oryzivorus 

Threatened none 

branched bartonia Bartonia paniculata Threatened none 
Chimney Swift Chaetura pelagica Threatened none 
Eastern foxsnake Pantherophis gloydi Threatened moderate 
Eastern hog-nosed 
snake 

Heterodon 
platirhinos 

Threatened moderate 

Eastern 
Meadowlark 

Sturnella magna Threatened none 

Eastern Whip-poor-
will 

Caprimulgus 
vociferus 

Threatened low 

Eastern small-
footed myotis 

Myotis leibii Endangered low 

lake sturgeon Accipenser 
fulvescens 

Threatened moderate 

Least Bittern Ixobrychus exilis Threatened none 
little brown myotis Myotis lucifugus Endangered low 
massasauga Sistrurus catenatus Threatened low 
Northern myotis Myotis 

septentrionalis 
Endangered low 

spotted turtle Clemmys guttata Endangered none 
 

BLANDING’S TURTLE 

The Natural Heritage Information Centre database does not indicate any confirmed 

observations of this species within 2km of the study area and there are no wetlands 

associated with the site. There is no risk of impact to any potential habitat for this species.  

EASTERN FOXSNAKE 

The habitat regulation for the Eastern foxsnake provides some detail regarding the types of 

habitat important to this species within the regulated habitat area that includes: 
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• Thermoregulation sites: 

• Shedding sites: 

• Oviposition sites; and  

• Hibernation sites 

A search of the proposed building envelope determined that none of the listed habitat 

features are present within the lot. This species would not be impacted by the proposed 

activities.  

EASTERN WHIP-POOR-WILL 

This species prefers patchy forested and open landscapes. With the overall cleared 

landscape of the property, it is possible that this site is habitat for this species, but it is 

unknown if the property is part of any defended territory of this species. The fact that this 

is already a culturally altered site and the proposed building envelope will occur on a section 

of the existing gravel driveway, it is highly unlikely that this would cause a negative impact 

for this species.  

SPECIES AT RISK BATS 

Little Brown Myotis and Northern Myotis are tree-roosting bats and often utilize declining 

trees with cavities as maternal roost sites. All of the trees identified for removal do not 

possess openings or cavities that would make them suitable as maternal roosts (Figure 2). 

The Eastern Small-footed Myotis often utilizes rocks on bedrock barrens as day roosts. None 

of these features are present within the building envelope. There is no habitat for this 

species within the study area. 

LAKE STURGEON 

Lake Sturgeon are definitely present in Georgian Bay. However, the building envelope for 

the proposed structures is approximately 50m away from the Georgian Bay and there is no 

type 1 fish habitat identified along the shoreline. There is no potential for impacts to this 

species. 
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MASSASAUGA 

There is definitely habitat for this species in Carling Township but no critical habitat within 

the proposed structure footprint. The key habitat types for this species are organic conifer 

wetlands for hibernation, grass or sedge wetlands and meadows for mating and foraging 

and rock barrens with suitable table rocks for gestation habitat. None of these features are 

present on the site. There is no potential for impacts to this species. 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the information provided and the nature of the Zoning By-law Amendment, there 

is very little chance any of the proposed activities would not be consistent with Section 

14.02 of the Official Plan, Section 2.1 of the Provincial Policy Statement and the Endangered 

Species Act (2007). Our only recommendations are related to potential temporary impacts 

during the construction stage as follows: 

• Installation of appropriate sediment fencing as per OPSD 0219.1100 to prevent any 

disturbed soils from entering any waterbody; and 

• Notification of the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks should any 

threatened or endangered species be encountered during the construction phase of 

the project 

The implementation of the above measures shall ensure that the works are consistent with 

the applicable policies and legislation. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 Rod Bilz 
Environmental Specialist 
 

Joel Grandmont 
Resource Technician 
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