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INTRODUCTION  

FRi Ecological Services was retained to conduct a Scoped - site Environmental Impact 
Study Report (SSEIS) for a consent application to create three new lots adjacent to 
Bayview Drive in the Township of Carling. The severed and retained lots are as follows: 

�x Severed Lot 1 (20.75ha) 
�x Severed Lot 2 (6.14ha) 
�x Severed Lot 3 (2.21ha) 
�x Retained Lot 4 (2.70ha) 

Pre-consultation with Ryan Snowball (Planner) is included in Appendix 1 of the report 
and scoped the study to include habitat of threatened or endangered species and 
significant wildlife habitat . Schedule B-2 of the Township of Carling Official Plan 
identifies the study area as a deer yarding area and is guided by Section 14.05.5 of the 
Official Plan. The standards for a SSEIS are located in Section 14.02 of the Official Plan. 
This was used as the Terms or Reference for this report. The study area is located on 
the northwest  side of Bayview Drive(Figure 1).  

A desktop review of the available information related to natural heritage values on or 
within 120 metres of the proposed development was conducted prior to field 
investigations on August 19, 2020. This study area was also investigated during the 
fieldwork for Carling Cove Estates as well back in 2016. Any significant data from that 
study was also included in this study. The following sources of information were 
consulted:  

�x District Species At Risk Tool, Ministry of Natural Resources  
�x Make-a-Map, Mini stry of Natural Resources and Forestry, Natural Heritage 

Values  
�x Lands Information Ontario 
�x iNaturalist 
�x Significant Wildlife Habitat Ecoregion 5E Criterion Schedule 

�x Township of Carling Official Plan 
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Figure 1  Location Map 

The scoped natural heritage categories were considered to determine if the proposed 
severed lots are suitable for development and consistent with the Provincial Policy 
Statement (2020) considerations including: Habitat of Endangered and Threatened 
Species and Significant Wildlife Habitat. 1 A summary of the findings for each value is 
included below.  

 

 

1 Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing. May 1,  2020. Provincial Policy Statement. 
Toronto: Queen’s Printer for Ontario. 57 pp.  
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SITE DESCRIPTION 

The study area occupies a moderately rolling plain with a large thicket swamp wetland 
feature. There are scattered rock barrens throughout. The forests range from mature 
maple hardwoods, American beech hardwood and semi-open pine stands. The sandy 
soils are predominantly quite thin and bedrock exposure is common. There is a tower 
and access road constructed on Severed Lot 3 that is operated by Vianet.  

The surrounding land use is a mix of recreation and residential and a commercial marina 
just to the east of the site.  

ECOLOGICAL LAND CLASSIFICATION 

There has been some previous development on the ret ained lands as well as the area 
immediate adjacent to North Shore Road where aggregate extraction has occurred 
previously. There are three natural ecosites within the study area. Table 1 documents 
the relative size of each of the ecosites as well as the di sturbed areas. 

Table 1  Ecosite Area and Percentage of Study Area 

Ecosite Area (ha) Percentage of Study area 
(%) 

G018Tt 18.26 57 

G023Tt 3.85 12 

G059Tt 2.52 8 

G066Tt 0.64 2 

G135Tl 1.44 5 

G164S 1.51 5 

G164Tl 3.58 11 

TOTAL 31.8 100 

Full descriptions of each of the ecosites are contained in Appendix 2 of the report. 
Figure 2 depicts the extent of each of the ecosites within the study area.  
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G018TT VERY SHALLOW, DRY TO FRESH: MAPLE HARDWOOD TALL-
TREED 

This ecosite comprises 57 percent of the study area. In most locations there is les s 
than 15cm of sandy loam soils and in many locations, bedrock is at or near the surface. 
The canopy is composed of sugar maple, red oak, red maple with components of 
balsam fir, white birch  and American beech. These tend to be quite dry sites with 
localized moist areas where there are depressions in the bedrock terrain.  

 

Photo 1  Typical canopy of G018Tt dry site 
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Photo 2  Typical canopy of G023Tt 

G023TT: VERY SHALLOW, HUMID: RED PINE – WHITE PINE CONIFER 

This ecosite represents 12 percent of the study area on the western side. It extends 
from the edges of the rock barren communities  and portions have a semi-open canopy 
(Photo 2). It is characterized by thin soils and occasional bedrock outcroppings.  

G059TT: DRY TO FRESH, COARSE: MIXEDWOOD 

This ecosite comprises 8 percent of the study area and is found in only one location 
over sloped terrain with slightly deeper soils. It is located directly south of the larger 
rock barren community and the canopy is dominated by declining American beech.  
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Photo 3  Representative photo of the G059Tt ecosite. 

G135TL ORGANIC THICKET SWAMP 

This ecosite represents 5 percent of the study area and is typified by mountain holly, 
winterberry, speckled alder and low Eastern white cedar  (Photo 4). It has a hummocky 
surface with sphagnum mosses and moderately deep organic soils.  
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G164S: ROCK BARREN 

This ecosite comprises five percent of the study area. There is typically sparse tree 
cover including white  pine, red maple and red oak and significant amounts of common 
juniper (Photo 5). In most instances the bedrock is barren and smooth but there are 
also some instances of broken rock on the rock barren as well.   

G164TL ROCK BARREN 

This ecosite is represented in the larger rock barren areas and contains low trees as 
well as shrubs. White pine, red oak and red maple are often found throughout the rock 
barren.  

 

Photo 4 Typical shrub and low tree cover of G134Tl 
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Photo 5 G164S ecosite with common juniper cover.  

HABITAT OF ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES  

The Parry Sound Species at Risk (SAR) Tool was consulted. The results for geographic 
Township of Carling was used as a guide. The Natural Heritage Information Centre 
database was queried for any confirmed observations in or adjacent to the study area. 
There are no confirmed threatened or endangered species observation within the study 
area. There is a list of confirmed or presumed species at risk (3 endangered, 7 
threatened) present in the township as summarized in Table 2. An assessment of 
potential to be present within the study area was initially done as a screening.  
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Photo 6  G164Tl ecosite exhibits more low trees and cover components th at the G164S 
ecosite. 
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Figure 2 Ecosite Map 

Severed Lot 1 

Severed Lot 2 

Severed Lot 3 

Retained Lot 4 
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Figure 3  Massasauga habitat and observation 


