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June 3, 2025

Premier of Ontario

Legislative Building

Queens Park

Toronto, ON K7A 1A%

Via email: premier@ontario.ca

The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario

The Council of the Town of Renfrew is writing to formally express its strong
opposition to the Province of Ontario's decision to designate the Town of
Renfrew as a “Strong Mayor” community, with enhanced mayoral powers
that came into effect on May 1, 2025.

The Strong Mayor framework significantly alters the balance of governance at
the municipal level, undermining the role of Council in decision-making,
diminishing collaborative governance, and weakening the principle of
majority rule that is foundational to local democracy.

The Town of Renfrew has a long history of local governance built upon a
foundation of Council debate and shared decision-making. At no time did the
Town request, seek, or support designation under the Strong Mayor
legislation. This designation, imposed without consultation, has raised serious
concerns within the community and among elected officials across Ontario.

The Town of Renfrew is not alone in this position. A growing number of
municipalities and municipal leaders throughout the province have voiced
their opposition to this governance model and are calling for its
reconsideration or repeal.
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Accordingly, the Town of Renfrew respectfully requests the following:

1. That the Government of Ontario immediately remove the Town of
Renfrew from the list of municipalities designated under the Strong
Mayor legislation.

2. That a copy of this letter be shared with the Minister of Municipal Affairs
and Housing, all regional Members of Provincial Parliament, all Ontario
municipalities, and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
for their awareness and support.

The Council of the Town of Renfrew thanks you for your attention to this
matter and urges the Province to respect the democratic will of our Council
and community.

Gloria Raybone
Chief Administrative Officer on behalf of the Town of Renfrew Council

CC: The Honorable Paul Calandra (Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing)
Regional Members of Provincial Parliament

All Ontario Municipalities

The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
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e CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SOUTH HURON
, 322 Main Street South P.O. Box 759
Exeter Ontario

NOM 1S6

Phone: 519-235-0310 Fax: 519-235-3304
Toll Free: 1-877-204-0747

June 17, 2025

Via email: doug.fordco@pc.ola.org

Premier’s Office

Room 281

Legislative Building, Queen’s Park
Toronto ON M7A 1A1

Dear Premier Ford,
Re: Exemption to O. Reg. 343/22 - Firefighter Certification Requirements

Please be advised that South Huron Council passed the following resolution at their June
16, 2025 Regular Council Meeting:

Motion: 265-2025
Moved: A. Neeb
Seconded: T. Oke

That South Huron Council supports the Township of Black-River Matheson's June
10, 2025 correspondence and resolution regarding Exemption to O. Reg. 343/22 -
Firefighter Certification Requirements; and

That this supporting resolution and originating documentation be circulated to the
Premier of Ontario, Solicitor General, MPP Thompson, Fire Marshal, AMO, FONOM,
Township of Black River-Matheson and all Ontario municipalities.

Result: Carried
The originating correspondence is also attached for your reference.

Sincerely,

/Sue Joh
Administrative Assistant
Municipality of South Huron
sjohnson @ southhuron.ca
519-235-0310 x225

www.southhuron.ca 1|Page



Encls

cc: The Honourable Michael Kerzner, Solicitor General — michael.kerzner @ ontario.ca
MPP Lisa Thompson - lisa.thompson @pc.ola.orq;
Jon Pegg, Fire Marshal of Ontario — Jon.Pegg @ Ontario.ca
Association of Municipalities of Ontario; resolutions @amo.on.ca
Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities — admin @fonom.org

Township of Black River-Matheson - Hong Ji Lei hlei@twpbrm.ca
All Ontario municipalities

2|Page



CORPORATION OF THE

TOWNSHIP OF BLACK RIVER — MATHESON

367 FOURTH AVE, P.O. Box 601, MATHESON, ON  POK 1NO
TELEPHONE (705) 273-2313) EMAIL : brm@twpbrm.ca WEBSITE: www.twpbrm.ca

Jon Pegg June 10, 2025
Fire Marshal of Ontario

Office of the Fire Marshal

25 Morton Shulman Avenue

Toronto, ON M3M 0B1 Via Email: Jon.Pegg@ontario.ca

Dear Fire Marshal Pegg:

Subject: Request for Exemption to Proposed Mandatory Firefighter Certification
Requirements (O. Req. 343/22)

On behalf of the Council of the Township of Black River-Matheson, | am writing to
express our concerns regarding the mandatory firefighter certification requirements
under Ontario Regulation 343/22.

At its meeting held on June 10", Council passed the attached resolution formally
opposing the implementation of these requirements. While we recognize and support
the importance of firefighter training and safety, the regulation as it stands does not
adequately reflect the operational realities of small, rural, and northern municipalities.

Communities such as ours rely heavily on volunteer and composite fire departments
that already face critical challenges in recruitment, training accessibility, and financial
capacity.

Specifically, we are burdened by:

Geographic barriers and long travel distances to accredited training centres,
Inconsistent access to instructors and scheduling options,

Limited budgets and competing capital demands,

Difficulty in retaining and replacing volunteers due to increased regulatory
pressures.

Without additional support, flexibility, or exemption mechanisms, the implementation of
O. Reg. 343/22 will severely compromise our ability to provide consistent, timely, and
effective fire protection to our residents.

Accordingly, the Council of the Township of Black River-Matheson respectfully requests
that the Office of the Fire Marshal and the Ministry of the Solicitor General:

COMMUNITIES OF: HOLTYRE — MATHESON — RAMORE — SHILLINGTON — VAL GAGNE
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The Miller Group, Mr. Darren Bouvier — September 30, 2022

1. Defer full implementation of the certification regulation for rural and northern
municipalities,

2. Provide exemptions or alternative compliance pathways tailored to the needs and
limitations of small, remote fire services,

3. Increase funding and training supports for municipalities outside major urban
centres.

We believe that a one-size-fits-all regulatory model will disproportionately and unfairly
affect communities like ours. A more flexible, consultative approach is urgently needed.
Thank you for your consideration of this request. We would welcome further discussion
and are open to participating in any future consultations or working groups aimed at
resolving these challenges collaboratively.

Sincerely,

Dave Dyment, Mayor
/hijl
On behalf of the Council of Black River-Matheson

Encl.: Resolution N0.2025-214 — Council Opposition to O. Reg. 343/22

CC:

The Honourable Michael Kerzner, Solicitor General — michael.kerzner@ontario.ca
The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario — premier@ontario.ca

John Vanthof, MPP, Timiskaming—Cochrane — jvanthof-co@ndp.on.ca
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) — amo@amo.on.ca

Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) — admin@fonom.org

All Ontario Municipalities

TOWNSHIP OF BLACK RIVER — MATHESON
367 FOURTH AVE, P.O. BOX 601, MATHESON, ON POK 1NO
COMMUNITIES OF: HOLTYRE — MATHESON — RAMORE — SHILLINGTON — VAL GAGNE
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Corporation of the Township of Black River - Matheson
367 Fourth Avenue

P.O. Box 601
Matheson, Ontario
POK 1NO
ITEM # 2025-10.b)
RESOLUTION
DATE: June 10, 2025 2025-214

Moved by Councillor Steve Campsall
Seconded by Councillor Alain Bouchard

WHEREAS the Ontario government has enacted O. Reg. 343/22, establishing mandatory certification
requirements for firefighters under the Fire Protection and Prevention Act, 1997;

AND WHEREAS Council for the Township of Black River-Matheson acknowledges the importance of
standardized firefighter training and safety;

AND WHEREAS these mandatory certification requirements pose significant challenges for small,
rural, and northern municipalities due to limited financial and training resources, geographic barriers,
and reliance on volunteer fire departments;

AND WHEREAS the implementation of these requirements without additional flexibility or support
may negatively impact the Township’s ability to recruit and retain volunteer firefighters and provide
adequate fire protection to its residents;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council for the Corporation of the Township of Black
River-Matheson formally opposes the mandatory firefighter certification requirements as currently
outlined in O. Reg. 343/22;

AND FURTHER THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Solicitor General, Premier of Ontario, MPP
John Vanthof, the Fire Marshal, AMO, FONOM, and all Ontario municipalities

CARRIED O DEFEATED

CHAIR SIGNATURE

O Original O Amendment [0 Refer O Defer [0 Reconsider O Withdrawn

Recorded Vote-TO BE COMPLETED BY CLERK ONLY

YEAS NAYS

Mayor Dave Dyment

Councillor Allen

Councillor Charbonneau

Councillor Campsall

Page 5 of 21



Councillor McCutcheon

Councillor Gadoury

Councillor Bouchard

Hong Ji Lei
Town Manager/Clerk
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SRS R S5 CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SOUTH HURON
322 Main Street South P.O. Box 759
Exeter Ontario

NOM 1S6

Phone: 519-235-0310 Fax: 519-235-3304
Toll Free: 1-877-204-0747
www.southhuron.ca

July 18, 2025

Via email: doug.fordco@pc.ola.org

Premier’s Office

Room 281

Main Legislative Building, Queen’s Park
Toronto, ON M7A 1A5

Dear Hon. Doug Ford,

Re: Formal Opposition of the expansion of Strong Mayor Powers

Please be advised that South Huron Council passed the following resolution at
their May 5, 2025 Regular Council Meeting:

195-2025
Moved By: Wendy McLeod-Haggitt
Seconded by: Aaron Neeb

The Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of South Huron
(“Council”) formally opposes the expansion of Strong Mayor Powers, that
were announced April 9, 2025 and took effect May 1, 2025; and

That Council requests O.Reg 530/22 Expanding Strong Mayor Powers be
amended to remove the Municipality of South Huron; and

That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Honourable Doug Ford,
Premier of Ontario, Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and
Housing, MPP Lisa Thompson, AMCTO, AMO and all Ontario Municipalities.
Result: Carried

Please find attached the originating correspondence for your reference.
Respectfully,

Kendra Webster, Legislative & Licensing Coordinator
Municipality of South Huron


mailto:doug.fordco@pc.ola.org

kwebster@southhuron.ca
519-235-0310 x. 232

Encl.

CcC: Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Rob Flack,
rob.flack@pc.ola.org; MPP Lisa Thompson, lisa.thompson@pc.ola.org;
AMCTO, amcto@amcto.com, AMO, resolutions@amo.on.ca, and all
Ontario Municipalities.
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July 21, 2025

The Honourable Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario
Legislative Building
Queen's Park

Toronto, ON M7A 1A1

Dear Premier Ford:

It has now been four months since the Municipality of Tweed submitted two detailed
proposals for your consideration, both aimed at addressing pressing challenges facing
small rural and northern communities. Despite our sincere efforts and outreach, we have
yet to receive an acknowledgment or response from your office, your ministers, our local
MPP, or the leaders of the opposition parties. This silence is deeply disheartening.

Please know that the Municipality of Tweed is grateful for your commitment to investing
billions to protect Ontarians as promised in this year’s provincial election. We look forward
to the opportunity to capitalize on those investments.

The first proposal, sent directly to your office on March 25, 2025, addressed
the Repatriation of OPP Costs for Small Rural and Northern Communities During this
Period of Uncertainty. Our proposal suggested a temporary repatriation of OPP policing
costs as a meaningful way to demonstrate that this government understands and
supports the needs of small municipalities.

The proposal included two important conditions: first, that OPP costs be repatriated to the
province during this time of economic instability and global uncertainty triggered by U.S.
policies; second, that the municipalities benefiting from this relief reinvest those savings
directly into community infrastructure projects. In Tweed’s case, the annual savings of
$1.2 million would allow us to undertake long-overdue infrastructure upgrades that we
simply cannot afford under the current burden of provincial policing costs.

The second proposal, submitted March 27, 2025, focused on Supporting Small Rural and
Northern Ontario Housing Developers and aligns with your government’s own priority to
reduce barriers to housing development. This proposal was presented to Minister Surma,
AMO President Robin Jones, and MPP Ric Bresee at the 2025 ROMA Conference.
During our January 19, 2025 ROMA delegation, Minister Surma expressed interest and
committed to raising it with then-Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Paul Calandra.
We revisited the proposal with MPP Bresee during a March 13th meeting and have since



shared it with ROMA President Christa Lowry, Federal Minister of Housing and
Infrastructure Minister Robertson, and Prime Minister Carney.

We have copied the leaders of Ontario’s three main political parties on this letter, as we
did when the proposals were originally submitted. We respectfully ask all parties—
regardless of political affiliation to consider their merit and potential, and to speak to them
in the Legislature. We are eager to work with any partner committed to helping rural and
northern Ontario succeed.

Both proposals offered practical, shovel-ready ideas grounded in lived rural experience.
And while we remain grateful for ongoing provincial support through the Ontario Municipal
Partnership Fund (OMPF: $2,058,700) and the Ontario Critical Infrastructure Fund (OCIF:
$340,000), it must be acknowledged that these funds are no longer sufficient to meet the
growing financial and infrastructure burdens faced by communities like ours. To manage
persistent shortfalls, Tweed Council has had to implement tax increases of 7.3% in 2023,
17.8% in 2024, and 15% in 2025. The burden this places on our residents is both
significant and unsustainable.

Given that four months have passed without acknowledgment, | am resubmitting both
proposals for renewed consideration. It is deeply concerning that when a small rural
municipality—operating with limited resources and under significant financial strain—
takes the initiative to present tangible and constructive solutions, those efforts are met
with silence. We expect such outreach to be met with dialogue. The absence of even
basic acknowledgment sends a troubling message: that rural and northern municipalities
are to be seen but not heard. Furthermore, | have reached out to AMO and ROMA and
unfortunately my faith in both organizations as effective advocates in this regard is waning.

As | have made clear to all parties, | remain more than willing to serve as an engaged
and constructive member of any committee or working group convened to address the
challenges before us. The situation is serious. Many of us are teetering on the brink. The
time to act was yesterday.

| respectfully request your attention to this matter and look forward to your response.

Yours truly,

Don DeGenova
Mayor

Municipality of Tweed
255 Metcalf St.
Tweed ON KOK 3J0
mayor@tweed.ca
613-848-7113

cc. Minister Surma, Minister of Infrastructure


mailto:mayor@tweed.ca

Minister Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Minister Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance

Minister Thompson, Minister of Rural Affairs

MPP Ric Bresee

MPP M. Stiles, Leader of the NDP and Leader of the Opposition
Ms. B. Crombie, Leader of the Liberal Party
MPP M. Schreiner, Leader of the Green Party

Robin Jones, President, AMO

Christa Lowry, President, ROMA

Warden Bonnie Clark, Chair, Eastern Ontario Wardens Caucus
Bob Mullin, Warden Hastings County

A copy of this letter has also been sent to all rural and northern Ontario Mayors.



Proposal to Repatriate OPP Costs for Small Rural and Northern Communities During this
Period of Uncertainty
July 21, 2025 (Originally submitted March 25, 2025)

As Mayor of the Municipality of Tweed, | am representative of many small rural and northern
Ontario communities that face growing financial pressures. Even in the best of times, we operate
with limited resources, and now, the threat of President Trump’s tariffs only intensifies our financial
stress. Municipalities with populations of 10,000 or less are particularly vulnerable. We grapple
with the same issues as larger cities—housing shortages, food insecurity, homelessness,
healthcare concerns, inflation, and an overwhelming infrastructure funding deficit—but with far
fewer financial resources and staffing capabilities. Unlike urban centres, which have access to
additional funding streams and economies of scale, small rural and northern communities struggle
to provide essential services with minimal support. Moreover, we are disproportionately affected
by extreme weather events, further straining our already fragile infrastructure and emergency
response capabilities. Without immediate and targeted assistance, many of our communities risk
falling into economic and social decline.

With that in mind, we propose a temporary solution that would demonstrate your government’s
support for small rural and northern Ontario. Premier Ford, has stated that securing a strong
majority was essential to investing billions in response to the Trump tariffs. Repatriating OPP
policing costs for small rural and northern communities during this period of economic uncertainty
would be a swift and impactful show of support. This initiative would immediately benefit 330
municipalities at a cost of less than $600 million. In the context of multi-billion-dollar expenditures,
a $600 million investment is a meaningful way to show small municipalities that they matter.

This initiative could be structured with two key conditions: it would remain in place while Ontario
remains vulnerable to economic pressures, and the funds saved by municipalities would be
reinvested into critical infrastructure projects. For example, such a measure for the Municipality
of Tweed would free up approximately $1.2 million, allowing us to address urgent infrastructure
needs and support our local economy.

We need all levels of government to recognize that small rural and northern municipalities are
extremely vulnerable and now more than ever we need governments so show that they stand with
small municipalities. We look forward to discussing our proposal with you.

Don DeGenova
Mayor

Municipality of Tweed
255 Metcalf St.
Tweed ON KOK 3J0

mayor@tweed.ca
613-848-7113
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Proposal to Support Small Rural and Northern Housing Developers
July 21, 2025 (Originally submitted March 27, 2025)

The Municipality of Tweed supports all efforts to remove barriers to housing development.
To demonstrate our commitment, we have proactively revised our zoning bylaws to
encourage housing densification and affordability. We now permit tiny homes (400-600
sg. ft.), smaller homes (900-1200 sq. ft.), mobile homes on rural lots, reduced lot sizes
and setbacks, and fewer parking space requirements. Additionally, we do not impose
development fees. These measures aim to diversify our housing stock, enhance
affordability, and minimize environmental impact.

Our commitment to housing expansion is already delivering results. We are collaborating
with builders to develop a 80-unit retirement community and a retirement home,
complementing our existing 120-bed extended care facility. In 2024, the Municipality of
Tweed led Hastings County in housing starts, issuing 122 building permits, including 38
new homes and a 25-unit geared-to-income apartment complex. Last year, we hosted a
Developers Forum, where local developers presented subdivision plans that could bring
over 600 new homes to our community within the next five years.

We made a $4 million+ investment in our lagoon that will allow us to accommodate
another 1500 homes. Our current well enhancements allow us to service an additional
750 homes. We are investigating future new water sources to allow us to reach our target
of 1500 homes.

However, infrastructure costs for new subdivisions remain a significant barrier. Unlike
large urban developers, small rural developers lack the financial backing of major
investors and must independently finance subdivision infrastructure, making projects
cost-prohibitive. There is a growing perception that federal and provincial housing
investments are disproportionately focused on large urban centers, despite billions of
dollars being allocated to housing initiatives.

Our proposal seeks financial assistance through interest-free loans for small rural and
northern developers to cover infrastructure costs. These loans would be repaid as homes
are sold, ensuring the government recoups its investment with the only cost being interest.
Unlike current urban housing initiatives—where both principal and interest fall entirely on
the province and federal government—this model ensures fiscal responsibility.
Additionally, rather than the standard 25-30-year amortization period, our proposal
anticipates repayment within five years, making it a practical and innovative solution to
the housing crisis in small rural and northern communities.



The demand for housing in regions similar to ours remains strong. Seniors want to age in
place, staying close to friends, family, and their established healthcare providers. When
seniors relocate to urban centers, they leave behind a gap in healthcare continuity at a
critical stage in their lives. Conversely, when seniors transition to retirement communities
within rural areas, they free up existing housing stock for younger families. Additionally,
the influx of urban retirees to rural communities has further driven demand which in turn
increases the housing stock in those urban areas. Housing in small communities like
Tweed can be built at a fraction of the cost compared to large urban centers, offering a
cost-effective solution to Ontario’s housing crisis. The Municipality of Tweed's absence of
development fees provides yet another financial incentive for homebuyers and
developers alike.

Premier Ford, we have answered your call for municipalities to facilitate housing growth.
We urge you to give serious consideration to this proposal, recognizing Tweed as a model
for how rural communities can be part of the solution to Ontario’s housing crisis. We need
all levels of government to recognize that small rural and northern municipalities are key
to helping this country and province resolve our housing crisis. We look forward to
discussing our proposal with you.

Don DeGenova

Mayor, Municipality of Tweed
255 Metcalf St.,

Tweed ON KOK 3J0

mayor@tweed.ca
613-848-7113
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BRACEBRIDGE

4
! \\\., The Corporation of the Town of Bracebridge

June 16, 2025
Re: Item for Discussion — Road Salt Usage

At its meeting of June 11, 2025, the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Bracebridge ratified motion #24-
GC-068, regarding Road Salt Usage, as follows:

“WHEREAS chloride concentrations have increased by at least 0.5 mg/L in 80 of 274 (29%) of the
lakes sampled by the District of Muskoka between 2018 and 2022, and by 15-fold in Lake Muskoka
since 1970;

AND WHEREAS Queen’s University scientist, Dr. Shelley Arnott, a leader in global research on
the effects of road salt on lakes, has demonstrated that in Muskoka lakes, some important aquatic
organisms are negatively affected at chloride exposure levels as low as 10 mg/L, far below the 120
mg/L long term or chronic exposure guideline;

AND WHEREAS roughly one quarter of lakes sampled by the District Municipality of Muskoka now
have chloride levels above 10 mg/L;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Town of Bracebridge:

1. Commits to ongoing efforts toward the reduction of road salt as much as possible, while
maintaining safety on roads, including public reporting on annual use, supporting local
efforts to research the ongoing impacts of road salt, and assisting education efforts.

2. Urges the Province of Ontario to work urgently with key stakeholders to develop limited
liability legislation, including enforceable contractor training and a single set of provincially-
endorsed standard Best Management Practices for snow and ice management on private
lands; and to create and fund an expert stakeholder advisory committee to advise the
Province and municipalities on the best courses of action to protect freshwater ecosystems,
drinking water and infrastructure from the impacts of salt pollution.

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the Premier of Ontario; the Ontario
Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks; the Attorney General of Ontario; the
Muskoka-Parry Sound MPP; Conservation Ontario; the Association of Municipalities of Ontario; the
Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks and Treasurers of Ontario, the District Municipality of
Muskoka; and other lower-tier municipalities in Muskoka.”

In accordance with Council’s direction, | am forwarding you a copy of the resolution for your reference.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if | can provide any additional clarification in this regard.

Yours truly

/

PIA

Lori McDonald
Director of Corporate Services/Clerk

bracebridge.ca 1000 Taylor Court
705-645-5264 Bracebridge, ON PiL 1R6
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF PARRY SOUND
RESOLUTION IN COUNCIL

NO. 2025 - 0 BS.
DIVISION LIST YES NO DATE: July 2, 2025
Counc?llor G. ASHFORD MOVED BY:
Comtey o — 7 W=

Councillor B. KEITH

Councillor D. McCANN SECONDED BY:
Councillor C. McDONALD

Mayor <. I\?RVEY q %mﬁﬁ ]
CARRIED: DEFEATED: Postponed to:

WHEREAS the Ministry of Children, Community and Social Services (MCCSS) is now
planning on closing Cecil Facer Youth Centre in 2027, the Sudbury area’s only youth
detention facility, and;

WHEREAS this is an issue that affects northern Ontario communities including Parry
Sound, and,

WHEREAS the closure will further complicate prisoner transport requiring increased
manpower resources and time in transporting to out-of-jurisdiction centres, and that
every kilometre traveled is at minimum with two special constables, and that alone in the
Greater Sudbury area there were 80 local-jurisdiction trips to and from Cecil Facer in
2024, and that out-of-jurisdiction travel amounted to 11,218 kilometres in that same year,
and that additional manpower resources and time will be required to transport youth from
Northern Ontario communities including The Town of Parry Sound, and;

WHEREAS the closest is located in Brampton, with other centres including Ottawa,
Hamilton and Thunder Bay, the last requiring airflight, and;

WHEREAS the closure of Cecil Facer will render a psychological toll associated with
removing youths from their home communities where family and guardian support are
more likely to be forthcoming, and that farther locations can invoke travel and visitation
difficulties, if not made impossible.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Town of Parry Sound advocates
for non-closure of Cecil Facer Youth Centre allowing for continuing and ongoing service
to youth and their families in Northern Ontario with a letter to the Honourable Michael
Parsa, Minister of Children, Community and Social Services, and;



AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent to neighbouring
municipalities in the West Parry Sound District, also to Graydon Smith, MPP, Parry
Sound-Muskoka, Scott Aitchison, MP, Parry Sound—Muskoka, the Federation of
Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM), the Association of Municipalities of Ontario,
the City of Greater Sudbury and to Jamie West, MPP, Sudbury.

Mayor J\amié McGarvey



The Municipality of the

VILLAGE OF BURK’'S FALLS

Moved By:_Ashley Brandt Date: July 15, 2025

Seconded By: Ryan Baptiste Resolution # 2025- 24|/

Be it resolved;

WHEREAS the Council of the Village of Burk's Falls, together with residents from surrounding
municipalities, has expressed strong and united opposition to the proposed installation of a
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) facility, citing significant concerns regarding public
safety, environmental risk, land use compatibility, and insufficient local economic benefit; and

WHEREAS the perceived risk associated with BESS installations significantly outweighs any
demonstrated local advantage, and further, the lack of established, province-wide planning
policies has led to avoidable conflict and uncertainty for municipalities and residents alike;

Now therefore be it resolved that:

1. The Council of the Village of Burk’s Falls respectfully requests that the Province of Ontario
immediately suspend the approval and development of all new BESS installations until a
comprehensive, science-based study is completed. Such a study should result in the
development of robust, province-wide policies and regulations governing the operation,
and risk mitigation of BESS facilities.

2. The Province of Ontario be urged to provide clear policy guidance to municipalities and
industry stakeholders recommending that BESS installations be permitted only on lands
currently zoned for industrial use, recognizing that:

a) such lands have been previously evaluated and approved for industrial development;

and
b) the limited economic return provided by BESS projects does not justify rezoning lands
designated for other uses.



3. The Province of Ontario be further requested to disseminate the results of this study and
any associated policy or regulatory recommendations to all Ontario municipalities, thereby
preventing unnecessary and costly legal challenges, public opposition, and community
division related to the siting of future BESS projects.

4. The Council of the Village of Burk’s Falls calls upon Solar Bank Corporation to
immediately withdraw its application for the proposed BESS facility at Pegg’s Mountain, in
the interest of fostering constructive community relations and acknowledging that this
situation closely parallels the circumstances in Gravenhurst, where similar concerns led to
widespread opposition and rejection of a comparable project.

5. That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to members of parliament (MPP’s) and all
municipalities in the province of Ontario.

Recorded Vote requested by:

Ryan Baptiste for / opposed

Ashley Brandt for / opposed

Sean Cotton for / opposed

Chris Hope for / opposed \
Nancy Kyte for / opposed 4

Carried Defeated Deferred

I/
Mayor ( )

Pecuniary Interest declared by:




From the Office of the Clerk
The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward

The County T:613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY + ONTARIO clerks@pecounty.on.ca | www.thecounty.ca

June 13, 2025

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of June 10, 2025 the following
resolution regarding support of advocacy to the Federal Government for 'disability without
poverty' was carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-345

DATE: June 10, 2025

MOVED BY: Councillor Roberts

SECONDED BY: Councillor Branderhorst

WHEREAS one in four Ontarians lives with a disability; and

WHEREAS the median household income in Prince Edward County ($75K) is already
well below both the Basic Living Income and the Ontario Median Household Income
($84K); and

WHEREAS persons with disabilities are twice as likely to live in poverty and would
already require an average of 30% more income just to reach the poverty line; and

WHEREAS the new federal benefit for people with disabilities (about $200/month) and
called the Canada Disability Benefit) is about to be rolled out; and

WHEREAS the Federal government has yet to exempt this new federal benefit from
being considered income for federal tax purposes,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

THAT the Mayor be requested to communicate with Prime Minister Carney that the
Council of the County of Prince Edward calls on the Government of Canada to
commit to exempting the Canada Disability Benefit from income tax and work
towards supporting Canadians with a disability to live without poverty;

THAT Prime Minister Carney be requested to publicly confirm his government's
commitment to making that legislative change as soon as possible; and

THAT a copy of this resolution be circulated to the federal Minister of Finance, the
federal Minister of Health, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Prince Edward
Lennox and Addington Social Services, the Rural Ontario Municipal Association
(ROMA), the Eastern Ontario Wardens' Caucus (EOWC) and all municipalities in the
Province of Ontario.

CARRIED
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From the Office of the Clerk
The Corporation of the County of Prince Edward

The County T:613.476.2148 x 1021 | F: 613.476.5727

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY # ONTARIO clerks@pecounty.on.ca | www.thecounty.ca

Yours truly,

s

o/
v /-
A b

>

Victoria Leskie, CLERK

ccC: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor Roberts, Councillor Branderhorst, and Adam
Goheen, Interim CAO
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Bluewater

June 6, 2025

The Honourable Doug Ford
Legislative Building

Queens Park

TORONTO ON M7A 1A4
premier@ontario.ca

Dear Premier Ford:

At the Municipality of Bluewater’s regular Council meeting held on June 2, 2025, Council
received a resolution distributed by the Town of LaSalle regarding the Northern Health Travel
Grant Program. Please be advised that the Council of the Municipality of Bluewater passed the
following resolution:

MOVED: Councillor Bailey SECONDED: Councillor Walden
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Bluewater supports the resolution passed by the Town of
LaSalle regarding the Northern Health Travel Grant Program; and

THAT this resolution of support be circulated to all Ontario municipalities, Premier Doug Ford, Lisa
Thompson, MPP for Huron Bruce, Minister of Health and Deputy Premier Ms. Sylvia Jones.
CARRIED.

Attached is the resolution passed by the Town of LaSalle.

Sincerely,
Chandra Alexander
Manager of Corporate Services/Clerk

cc:

Lisa Thompson, Huron-Bruce MPP

Sylvia Jones, Minister of Health and Deputy Premier
Jennifer Astrologo, Director of Council Services/Clerk
Ontario Municipalities

Municipality of Bluewater 14 Mill Avenue, Zurich, ON NOM 2T0 1of 1
P: 519.236.4351 « F: 519.236.4329 « W: municipalityofbluewater.ca
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February 4, 2025

The Honourable Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario

Legislative Building, Queen’s Park
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1

Via Email: premier@ontario.ca

Re: Northern Health Travel Grant Program

Council of the Town of LaSalle, at its Regular Meeting held Tuesday, January 28, 2025,
passed the following resolution:

14/25
Moved by: Deputy Mayor Akpata
Seconded by: Councillor Renaud

Whereas the Northern Health Travel Grant program (the “Program”) offers financial
assistance to Northern Ontario residents who need to travel long distances for
specialized medical services or procedures at a ministry funded health care facility;

And Whereas, the grants for this Program are based on the distance residents must
travel to reach the nearest medical specialist or ministry funded healthcare facility;

And Whereas, residents must travel at least 100 kilometers one-way to access the
nearest medical specialist or ministry-funded healthcare facility for services that are not
available locally to qualify for the grant;

And Whereas, there are many occasions in which residents of Windsor-Essex County
must travel at least 100 kilometers one way to access health care facilities or services
that are not available locally; And Whereas, there are four primary children’s hospitals
across the province, located in London, Hamilton, Toronto and Ottawa, and none of
these facilities are within 100 kilometers of Windsor-Essex County;

And Whereas, it has been reported that more than 5,000 times each year pediatric
patients across Windsor-Essex County must drive to London Health Sciences Centre for
treatment at its Children’s Hospital, which places a financial strain on families and care-
givers;
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Now Therefore, the Town of LaSalle calls upon the Provincial Government and Ministry
of Health to establish a grant system similar to the Northern Health Travel Grant
program in Windsor-Essex County to provide support to the residents of Windsor-Essex
County when they need to travel long distances for specialized medical services or
procedures at ministry funded health care facilities;

And that, this motion be circulated to all municipalities for support, Premier Doug Ford,
MPP Anthony Leardi, MPP Andrew Dowie, Minister of Health and Deputy Premier Ms.
Sylvia Jones and all local municipalities.

Carried.

Please consider this letter as confirmation of the Town of LaSalle’s support of the above
matter.

Yours Truly,

g

Jennifer Astrologo

Director of Council Services/Clerk
Town of LaSalle
jastrologo@lasalle.ca

Cc: (via email)

MPP Anothony Leardi Anthony.Leardi@pc.ola.org

MPP Andrew Dowie Andrew.Dowie@pc.ola.org

MPP Minister of Health and Deputy Premier Sylvia Jones sylvia.jones@pc.ola.org
Association of Municipalities of Ontario resolutions@amo.on.ca

All Ontario Municipalities

Town of LaSalle 5950 Malden Road, LaSalle, Ontario N9H 154 | P: 519-969-7770 | F: 519-969-4469 | lasalle.ca LI VI N G @Sﬁ%
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Proud Heritage. Bright Future. WWW.ayImer.Ca
July 10, 2025 VIA EMAIL

Re: Advocacy for Increased Income Support Thresholds for Canadian Veterans

At their Regular Meeting of Council on July 9, 2025, the Council of the Town of Aylmer
passed the below resolution:

WHEREAS the Town of Aylmer recognizes the selfless service and enduring sacrifices made
by Canadian Armed Forces veterans in the defence of our country and values;

WHEREAS the 2021 Census, conducted by Statistics Canada, identified more than 460,000
veterans residing across Canada, a significant population segment deserving of
comprehensive, accessible, and modernized federal support;

WHEREAS Veterans Affairs Canada (VAC) currently administers income support programs
to assist veterans in need, including the Income Replacement Benefit (IRB) program;

WHEREAS the eligibility threshold for the Income Replacement Benefit (IRB) program which
was created in 2019 — set at $20,000 annually for a single-person household — fails to reflect
today’s economic reality, particularly in light of inflation, soaring housing costs, and the
general increase in cost of living;

WHEREAS such low eligibility thresholds may disincentivize employment and community
participation by penalizing veterans for earning beyond an outdated benchmark, thereby
discouraging reintegration and contribution to civic life;

WHEREAS it is the duty of all levels of government to stand in unified support of our veterans
and to advocate for policy changes that enable them to live with dignity and financial stability;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the Council of the Town of Aylmer formally calls on
the Government of Canada and all federal parties to increase the eligibility threshold for the
Income Replacement Benefit (IRB) program from $20,000 to no less than $40,000 annually
for a single-person household; and

THAT Council urges Veterans Affairs Canada to review all income support programs with the
intent to modernize eligibility criteria in line with the current cost of living across Canada;

THAT this motion be formally endorsed and sent to:
e The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada;
e The Honourable Jill McKnight, Minister of Veterans Affairs;
e The Honourable Andrew Scheer, Acting Leader of the Official Opposition;
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& ' Ontario, Canada The Corporation of the Town of Aylmer
A lmer 46 Talbot Street West, Aylmer, Ontario N5SH 1J7
. - Office: 519-773-3164 Fax: 519-765-1446

Proud Heritage. Bright Future. WWW.ayImer.Ca

e Andrew Lawton, Member of Parliament for Elgin-St. Thomas-London South;

e All 444 municipalities across the Province of Ontario;

e The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) and the Association of
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for broader distribution and endorsement; and,

Regards,

Owen Jaggard

Director of Legislative Services/Clerk
519-773-3164 ext. 4913
ojaggard@town.aylmer.on.ca

CC: The Right Honourable Mark Carney, Prime Minister of Canada
Honourable Jill McKnight, Minister of Veterans Affairs
Honourable Andrew Scheer, Acting leader of the Official Opposition
Andrew Lawton, MP Elgin-St. Thomas-London South
All Ontario Municipalities
The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
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Office of the City Clerk

. Woodstock City Hall
WOf dstock P.O. Box1539
00dadsToC 500 Dundas Street

Woodstock, ON
N4S 0A7
Telephone 519-539-1291

June 6, 2025

The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario
80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2

Via email: premier@ontario.ca

Re: Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025

At the regular meeting of Woodstock City Council held on June 5, 2025, the following
resolution was passed:

“That Woodstock City Council support the resolution from the City of Kingston opposing
all provisions in Bill 5 that reduce environmental protections and Ontario’s proud legacy
of protections of Endangered Species, and that override the rule of law and that nullify
municipal planning authority;

And further that City Council urge the Province of Ontario to support housing and
infrastructure development in ways that align with sound environmental planning and
wildlife protection and empower municipalities with appropriate planning tools;

And further that City Council call on the provincial government to rescind Bill 5 and
return to consultation with the public, Ontario Municipalities, and First Nations;

And further that City Council voice opposition to the establishment of a Special
Economic Zone within the City of Woodstock, as currently defined in Bill 5;”

And further that this resolution be circulated to The Hon. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario;
The Hon. Stephen Lecce, Minister of Energy and Mines; The Hon. Rob Flack, Minister
of Municipal Affairs and Housing; The Hon. Todd J. McCarthy, Minister of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks; The Hon. Vic Fedeli, Minister of Economic
Development; Ernie Hardeman, Oxford MPP; and all Ontario Municipalities.

Yours Truly,

/ 7 fx/,". Ry

Amy Humphries
Deputy Chief Administrative Officer/City Clerk
City of Woodstock
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Cc.

The Hon. Stephen Lecce, Minister of Energy and Mines — stephen.lecce@pc.ola.org
The Hon. Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing — rob.flack@pc.ola.org
The Hon. Todd J. McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks —
todd.mccarthy@pc.ola.org

The Hon. Vic Fedeli, Minister of Economic Development — vic.fedeli@pc.ola.org
Ernie Hardeman, Oxford MPP - ernie.hardemanco@pc.ola.org;

And all Ontario Municipalities
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May 21, 2025
Via email

All Ontario Municipalities

Re: Kingston City Council Meeting, May 20, 2025 — Resolution Number 2025-
197; Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025

At the regular Council meeting on May 20, 2025, Council approved Resolution Number
2025-197 with respect to Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act,
2025 as follows:

Whereas the Government of Ontario has introduced Bill 5: Protecting Ontario by
Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025, which proposes substantial changes to
environmental planning policies, including replacing the Endangered Species Act
with a new framework that reduces protections for at-risk species, and enabling
the creation of Special Economic Zones that may override local planning authority
and environmental oversight; and

Whereas the City of Kingston supports increasing housing supply and economic
growth, but believes this must be done in a way that upholds environmental
responsibility and maintains the integrity of local planning processes; and

Whereas Bill 5, as proposed, weakens safeguards for natural heritage systems,
threatening biodiversity, and diminishing the authority of municipalities to manage
growth in accordance with local needs and official plans; and

Whereas the Canadian Environmental Law Association submits that all of the Bill
5 schedules, with minor exceptions, should be withdrawn and not further
considered by the Legislative Assembly of Ontario until they are substantially
modified to ensure robust protection for the environment, human health, and
vulnerable members of the Ontario public, including Indigenous peoples, who may
otherwise be harmed by the amendments contained in the various schedules; and

Whereas the Canadian Civil Liberties Association finds that Schedule 9, in
allowing the Minister of Economic Development to exempt “trusted proponents”

The Corporation of the City of Kingston
216 Ontario Street, Kingston, ON K7L 2Z3
Phone: (613) 546-4291 extension 1207 cityclerk@cityofkingston.ca
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from compliance with municipal and provincial law within the special economic

zones, promotes abandonment of the rule of law subjecting Ontario’s lands and
peoples to the possibility of arbitrary and non-transparent decision-making and

effectively nullifying decades of legacy law-making in those zones;

Therefore Be It Resolved That the Council of the City of Kingston oppose all
provisions in Bill 5 that reduce environmental protections and Ontario’s proud
legacy of protections of Endangered Species, that override the rule of law and that
nullify municipal planning authority; and

That the Council of the City of Kingston urge the Province of Ontario to support
housing and infrastructure development in ways that align with sound
environmental planning and wildlife protection and empower municipalities with
appropriate planning tools; and

That a copy of this motion be sent to The Honourable Doug Ford, M.P.P. Premier
of Ontario, The Honourable Stephen Lecce, M.P.P. Minister of Energy and Mines,
The Honourable Rob Flack, M.P.P. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, The
Honourable Todd J. McCarthy, M.P.P. Minister of the Environment, Conservation
and Parks, Ted Hsu, M.P.P., Kingston & the Islands, John Jordan, M.P.P.,
Lanark-Frontenac-Kingston, and all Ontario municipalities.

Yours sincerely,

Gppe

Janet Jaynes
City Clerk

/nb












The Township of Georgian Bay

Resolutions
Council - 02 Jun 2025

Item 11.(b)
Date: June 2, 2025 C-2025-155

Moved by Councillor Kristian Graziano
Seconded by Councillor Allan Hazelton

WHEREAS the Floating Accommodations — Position Paper (April 2025) provides detailed
guidance to Ontario municipalities on the regulation of Floating Accommodations, highlighting
critical legal and environmental challenges; and

WHEREAS the document identifies significant gaps in current provincial and federal frameworks
that municipalities are best positioned to address through zoning and land-use bylaws; and

WHEREAS the paper recommends proactive municipal action based on successful case studies
and legal precedents such as the Glaspell v. Ontario decision; and

WHEREAS Georgian Bay Township has already taken steps to address Floating Accommodations
and has an interest in promoting inter-municipal collaboration on this issue;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council receive the Floating Accommodations —
Position Paper (May 2025) for informational purposes; and

THAT the Clerk be further directed to forward the document and this resolution to the Association
of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) and member municipalities for consideration and potential
provincial advocacy.

e Carried + Defeated * Recorded Vote * Referred * Deferred

Recorded Vote:

For Against Absent

Councillor Brian Bochek
Councillor Peter Cooper
Councillor Kristian Graziano
Councillor Allan Hazelton
Councillor Stephen Jarvis
Councillor Steven Predko
Mayor Peter Koetsier

Peter Koetsier, Mayor
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EXECUTIVE Summary

This position paper provides guidance for Ontario municipalities seeking to regulate or
restrict Floating Accommodations within their jurisdictions.
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present multiple environmental, navigational, taxation, and zoning issues. Over the past four
years, they have eluded control as the issue of Floating Accommodatibmgdea very large

gray area when this all began.

The authors of this position paper, tiki¢oating Accommodatioanot Vessels Coalition,
strongly urge you as municipal leaders to pursae or a hybridof the following two
regulatory strategies:

1. Ban floating accommodatlons in your jurisdictioiThey cannot exist within your
. municipality without putting your natural
environment and governance regulations in
turmoil. The Townshipf Severn has led the way
with a bylaw banning Floating Accommodations
[Township of Severn Zoning-Bw Amendment to
regulate FloatingAccommodationk The Township
of Georgian Bay recently adopted a simila#dy
[Township of Georgian Bay Zoning!8w
Amendment to requlate Floating Accommodatihrihe intent is to provide clarity in
their zoning bylaw# that floating accommodations are not a permitted useeveral
municipalities are following their lead and investigating this strategy.

2. Restrictfloating accommodations to fixed /

. permanent moorings.These locations would be

. subject to municipal zoningy-laws stipulating
appropriate sanitary, hydro, power connectivity, and
placed on environmentally safe floatation systems.
Floating accommodationgre permanently located in
a properly zoned facility similar to a trailer park but
for floating accommodations on water. This model has several working
examples such as Bluffers Park on Lake Ontario or False Creek in
downtown Vancouver. For most municipalities, this would be considered a
new form of development and require significgaticy changes.
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