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January 16, 2025  
 
justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca   
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau 
Prime Minister of Canada 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A2 
 
premier@ontario.ca   
The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario  
964 Albion Road 
Unit 110 (Second floor) 
Etobicoke, ON M9V 1A7 
 
Dear Hon. Justin Trudeau and Hon. Doug Ford: 
 
Re:  Redistribution of the Provincial Land Transfer Tax and GST to Municipalities  
         for Sustainable Infrastructure Funding       
 
At their regular meeting of January 15, 2025, Council of the Town of Pelham endorsed 
the following:   

 
WHEREAS municipalities face growing infrastructure needs, including 
roads, bridges, public transit, water systems, and other critical services, 
which are essential to community well-being and economic 
development;  
 
AND WHEREAS the current sources of municipal revenue, including 
property taxes and user fees, are insufficient to meet these increasing 
demands for infrastructure investment; and Whereas the Province of 
Ontario currently collects the Land Transfer Tax (LTT) on property 
transactions in municipalities across the province, generating 
significant revenue that is not directly shared with municipalities; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Federal Government collects the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) on property transactions, a portion of which could be directed 
to municipalities to address local infrastructure needs;  
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AND WHEREAS redistributing a portion of the Provincial Land Transfer 
Tax and GST to municipalities would provide a predictable and 
sustainable source of funding for local infrastructure projects without 
creating a new tax burden on residents or homebuyers; 
 
AND WHEREAS a redistribution of a portion of the existing Land Transfer 
Tax and GST would allow municipalities to better plan and invest in long-
term infrastructure initiatives, supporting local economic growth and 
improving the quality of life for residents;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
1. THAT Town of Pelham Council formally requests the Provincial 

Government to consider redistributing a portion of the Land Transfer 
Tax collected on property transactions to municipalities;  

 
2. AND THAT Town of Pelham Council calls on the Federal Government 

to allocate a percentage of the GST collected on property sales to 
municipalities;  

 
3. AND THAT this redistribution of the Land Transfer Tax and GST should 

be structured to provide predictable and sustainable funding to 
municipalities, allowing for better long-term planning and investment 
in infrastructure projects that benefit local communities, thus 
ensuring that local governments receive a fair share of the revenue to 
address critical infrastructure needs;  

 
4. AND THAT copies of this resolution be forwarded to Prime Minister 

Justin Trudeau, Premier Doug Ford, the Ontario Minister of Finance, 
the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, local Members of 
Parliament (MPs) and Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs);  

 
5. AND THAT copies of this resolution be forwarded to all 444 

Municipalities in Ontario, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
(FCM), and the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for their 
endorsement and advocacy.  
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Should you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact Town Clerk, Sarah 
Leach 905-980-6657. 
 
Yours very truly, 
    jlegros 
Jodi Legros 
Legislative Coordinator 
 
c. Hon. Paul Calandra, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing Paul.Calandra@pc.ola.org  
      Dean Allison, MP Niagara West dean.allison@parl.gc.ca 
      Hon. Sam Oosterhoff, MPP Niagara West Sam.Oosterhoff@pc.ola.org 

Vance Badawey, MP Niagara Centre vance.badawey@parl.gc.ca  
Jeff Burch, MPP Niagara Centre JBurch-CO@ndp.on.ca  
Tony Baldinelli MP Niagara Falls Tony.Baldinelli@parl.gc.ca  
Wayne Gates, MPP Niagara Falls WGates-CO@ndp.on.ca  
Chris Bittle, MP St. Catharines chris.bittle@parl.gc.ca  
Jennifer Stevens, MPP St. Catharines JStevens-QP@ndp.on.ca  

 Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) resolutions@fcm.ca; info@fcm.ca 
 Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) amo@amo.on.ca; resolutions@amo.on.ca 
 All Ontario Municipalities 
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Good day, 
  

Please be advised that Council of the Township of South Stormont passed the following 
resolution on December 18, 2024: 

  
Resolution No.: 254/2024 
Moved By: Councillor Reid McIntyre 

Seconded by: Councillor Jennifer MacIsaac 
 
 

Whereas rural, northern, and remote municipalities are fiscally strained by 
maintaining extensive road networks on a smaller tax base; 

And whereas preventing crashes reduces the burden on Ontario’s already strained 
rural health care system; 

And whereas roadway collisions and associated lawsuits are significant factors in 
runaway municipal insurance premiums; preventing car crashes can have a significant 
impact in improving municipal risk profiles; 

Therefore, be it resolved that the Township of South Stormont requests that the 
Government of Ontario take action to implement the rural road safety program that 

Good Roads has committed to lead; 
And further that this resolution be circulated to all municipalities in Ontario requesting 

their support, as well as the Premier of Ontario and the Minister of Transportation. 
Result: CARRIED 

  

Kind regards, 

  
  

 
  

 

Ashley Sloan, AMP 
Deputy Clerk 
Marriage Officiant 
  
Email: ashley@southstormont.ca 
Phone: 613-534-8889 ext. 204 
2 Mille Roches Road, P0 Box 84, Long Sault, ON K0C 1P0 
https://www.southstormont.ca 
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Good day, 
  

Please be advised that Council of the Township of South Stormont passed the following 
resolution on December 18, 2024: 

  
Resolution No.: 253/2024 
Moved By: Deputy Mayor Andrew Guindon 

Seconded by: Councillor Cindy Woods 
 
 

Whereas municipalities face growing infrastructure needs, including roads, bridges, 
public transit, water systems, and other critical services, which are essential to 

community well-being and economic development; 
And whereas, the current sources of municipal revenue, including property taxes and 

user fees, are insufficient to meet these increasing demands for 
infrastructure investment; 
And whereas, the Province of Ontario currently collects the Land Transfer Tax (LTT) on 

property transactions in municipalities across the province, generating significant 
revenue that is not directly shared with municipalities; 

And whereas, the Federal Government collects the Goods and Services Tax (GST) on 
property transactions, a portion of which could be directed to municipalities to address 

local infrastructure needs; 
And whereas, redistributing a portion of the Provincial Land Transfer Tax and GST to 
municipalities would provide a predictable and sustainable source of funding for local 

infrastructure projects without creating a new tax burden on residents or homebuyers; 
And whereas, a redistribution of a portion of the existing Land Transfer Tax and GST 

would allow municipalities to better plan and invest in long-term infrastructure 
initiatives, supporting local economic growth and improving the quality of life 
for residents; 

Now therefore be in resolved that Council of the Township of South 
Stormont formally requests the Provincial Government to consider redistributing a 

portion of the Land Transfer Tax collected on property transactions to municipalities; 
Further, that Council of the Township of South Stormont calls on the Federal 
Government to allocate a percentage of the GST collected on property sales 

to municipalities; 
Further, that this redistribution of the Land Transfer Tax and GST should be structured 

to provide predictable and sustainable funding to municipalities, allowing for better 
long-term planning and investment in infrastructure projects that benefit local 
communities, thus ensuring that local governments receive a fair share of the revenue 

to address critical infrastructure needs; 
Further, that copies of this resolution be forwarded to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 

Premier Doug Ford, the Ontario Minister of Finance, the Minister of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing, local Members of Parliament (MPs) and Members of Provincial 
Parliament (MPPs); 

And further be it resolved that copies of this resolution be forwarded to all 444 
Municipalities in Ontario, the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), and the 

Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) for their endorsement and advocacy. 
Result: CARRIED 

  

Kind regards, 

  



 
  

 

Ashley Sloan, AMP 
Deputy Clerk 
Marriage Officiant 
  
Email: ashley@southstormont.ca 
Phone: 613-534-8889 ext. 204 
2 Mille Roches Road, P0 Box 84, Long Sault, ON K0C 1P0 
https://www.southstormont.ca 
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City Clerk's Office 
 
 

 

Secretariat 
Sylwia Przezdziecki 
Council Secretariat Support 
City Hall, 12th Floor, West 
100 Queen Street West 
Toronto, Ontario M5H 2N2 

John D. Elvidge 
City Clerk 

Tel: 416-392-7032 
Fax: 416-392-2980 
e-mail: 
Sylwia.Przezdziecki@toronto.ca 
web: www.toronto.ca  
In reply please quote: 

Ref.: 24-MM23.1 
(Sent by Email)  
 
December 20, 2024 
 
 
ALL ONTARIO MUNICIPALITIES: 
 
Subject: Member Motion Item 23.1 

Declaring Toronto a Paid-Plasma-Free Zone - by Councillor Chris Moise, 
seconded by Councillor Alejandra Bravo (Ward All) 
 

City Council on November 13 and 14, 2024, adopted Item MM23.1 and in doing so, has forward 
this item to Canadian Blood Services, federal, provincial and territorial Ministers of Health, 
Grifols Pharmaceuticals, and all Ontario Municipalities and requested that they support only 
voluntary blood and plasma collection, where donors do not receive payment for their blood or 
plasma. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
for City Clerk 
 
S. Przezdziecki/mp 
 
 
Attachment 
 
Sent to: All Ontario Municipalities 

Chief Executive Officer, Canadian Blood Services 
Chief Executive Officer, Grifols Canada 
 
 
 

c. City Manager 
 

, for

https://secure.toronto.ca/council/agenda-item.do?item=2024.MM23.1






 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SOUTH HURON 

322 Main Street South   P.O. Box 759    
Exeter Ontario    

 N0M 1S6 
Phone: 519-235-0310   Fax: 519-235-3304   

 Toll Free:  1-877-204-0747 
www.southhuron.ca 

 
 
October 15, 2024 
 
Via email: doug.fordco@pc.org    
 
Premier’s Office  
Room 281  
Legislative Building, Queen’s Park  
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 
 
Dear Honourable Doug Ford 
 
Re: Heritage Advisory Committee  
 
Please be advised that South Huron Council passed the following resolution at 
their October 7, 2024, Regular Council Meeting: 
 
Motion: 355-2024 
Moved By: Aaron Neeb 
Seconded by: Marissa Vaughan 
 
Whereas the South Huron Heritage Advisory Committee has presented a 
letter to South Huron Council outlining concerns regarding heritage 
preservation in South Huron; and  

Whereas prior to Royal Assent of the More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022 
Subsection 29(1.2) of the Ontario Heritage Act provided Council of a 
Municipality the opportunity to give a notice of intention to designate a 
property within 90 days of a prescribed event; and  

Whereas the More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022 amended Subsection 
29(1.2) of the Ontario Heritage Act to provide that Council may give notice 
of intention to designate a property only if the property is listed in the 
register under subsection 27 (3), or a predecessor of that subsection, as of 
the date of the prescribed event; and 

Whereas the Heritage Advisory Committee has noted concerns regarding 
this amendment limiting the authority of municipal councils to designate 
properties with the potential to undermine the effectiveness of heritage 
preservation efforts across the province; and  

mailto:doug.fordco@pc.org


Whereas the Heritage Advisory Committee has provided correspondence, 
attached hereto, to South Huron Council in relation to the concerns 
requesting Council support and to communicate these concerns to the 
Province and forward a copy of this motion to the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario, Municipal Councils across the province, and 
Provincial MPP.  

Now therefore be it resolved that the Corporation for the Municipality of 
South Huron request the Province reconsider the amendment to 
Subsection 29(1.2) of the Ontario Heritage Act; and that this motion and 
attached correspondence be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, Minister 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Minister of Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism, Association of Municipalities of Ontario, Municipal 
Councils across the province and MPP Thompson 

 
Result: Carried 
 
Please find attached the originating correspondence for your reference. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Kendra Webster, Legislative & Licensing Coordinator 
Municipality of South Huron 
kwebster@southhuron.ca 
519-235-0310 x. 232 
 
Encl. 
cc:   Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Hon. Paul Calandra, 
Paul.Calandra@pc.ola.org ;  Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism, Hon. 
Michael Ford, Michael.Ford@pc.ola.org; MPP Huron-Bruce, Hon. Lisa 
Thompson, Lisa.Thompson@pc.ola.org; AMO, resolutions@amo.on.ca, 
Township of Ashfield-Colborne-Wawanosh, info@acwtownship.ca, Municpality of 
Bluewater, info@municipalityofbluewater.ca , Municipality of Central Huron, 
info@centralhuron.com, Town of Goderich, townhall@goderich.ca, Township of 
Howick, clerk@howick.ca, Municipality of Huron East, clerk@huroneast.com, 
Municipality of Morris-Turnberry, mail@morristurnberry.ca, Township of North 
Huron, clamb@northhuron.ca, Muncipality of North Perth, info@northperth.ca , 
Township of Perth South, lscott@perthsouth.ca, Township of Perth East, 
acarter@pertheast.ca, Municipality of West Perth, clerk@westperth.com, Town 
of St. Marys, clerksoffice@town.stmarys.on.ca, City of Stratford, 
clerks@stratford.ca, Municipality of Brook-Alvinston, 
jdenkers@brookealvinston.com, Township of Dawn-Euphemia, 
clerk@dawneuphemia.on.ca, Township of Enniskillen, dmctavish@enniskillen.ca, 
Municipality of Lambton Shores, clerks@lambtonshores.ca, Village of Oil 
Springs, clerk@oilsprings.ca, Town of Petrolia, petrolia@petrolia.ca, Town of 
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CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SOUTH HURON 

322 Main Street South   P.O. Box 759    
Exeter Ontario    
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Plympton-Wyoming, ekwarciak@plympton-wyoming.ca, Village of Point Edward, 
jburns@villageofpointedward.com, City of Sarnia, clerks@sarnia.ca, Township of 
St. Clair, webmaster@twp.stclair.on.ca, Township of Warwick, 
info@warwicktownship.ca, Municipality of Adelaide-Metcalfe, 
info@adelaidemetcalfe.on.ca, Municipality of Lucan-Biddulph, 
clerk@lucanbiddulph.on.ca, Municipality of Middlesex Centre, 
hutson@middlesexcentre.ca, Municipality of North Middlesex, 
ashleyk@northmiddlesex.on.ca, Municipality of Southwest Middlesex, 
abushell@southwestmiddlesex.ca, Municipality of Strathroy-Caradoc, 
bdakin@strathroy-caradoc.ca, Muncipality of Thames Centre, 
tmichiels@thamescentre.on.ca, Village of Newbury, case@newbury.ca.  
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July 31, 2024 
 
The Heritage Advisory Committee for the Municipality of South Huron wishes to thank South 
Huron Council for their support of resolution 128-2024 of March 18, responding to the Town of 
Coburg’s request of February 28 for support regarding a proposed amendment to subsection 
27(16) of the Ontario Heritage Act. 
 
In addition to the concerns South Huron council supported in resolution 128-2024, our committee 
would like to add that we have additional concerns about amendments to the Ontario Heritage 
Act implemented by Bill 23 that have direct impact on our local community and - more broadly - 
the Province of Ontario. 
 
Specifically, subsection 29 (1.2) of the Heritage Act traditionally provided that if a prescribed 
event occurs, a notice of intention to designate a property must be given within 90 days of the 
prescribed event. These prescribed events include the submission of development applications 
under the Planning Act, for example. However, with changes from Bill 23, this subsection is re-
enacted to also provide that the municipality may only give a notice of intention to designate the 
property within 90 days if the property was already included in the register under subsection 27 
(3) as of the date of the prescribed event. 
 
This raises significant concerns for our committee. Specifically, we are troubled by the proposed 
amendments that would limit the authority of municipal councils to designate properties that are 
not already listed on a municipal register. In South Huron, like many other municipalities around 
Ontario, there are countless significant structures that are not yet listed under subsection 27 (3), 
and these changes significantly limit efforts of council to react to proposed demolitions of 
significant heritage properties in our municipality after planning applications are made. 
 
We believe that these changes have the potential to undermine the effectiveness of heritage 
preservation efforts in our community and across the province. By weakening the protections 
afforded to heritage properties and reducing the ability of municipalities to designate and 
safeguard significant sites, we risk irreparable loss to our built and cultural heritage. 
 
We urge council to carefully consider the implications of the changes to the Ontario Heritage Act 
under Bill 23 and to advocate for amendments that strengthen rather than weaken heritage 
preservation efforts. Specifically, we would ask that the province re-establish the 90 day period 
that had previously been a part of the Ontario Heritage Act for all properties, not just those 
already listed in the register under subsection 27 (3). 
 
We ask that you pass a resolution to add our specific concerns to those you have already 
supported, and communicate these to the Province of Ontario. We also ask that you circulate this 
letter and seek the support of other municipalities. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this important matter, and we look forward to our continued work 
together.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
South Huron Heritage Advisory Committee 



Sample Resolution: 
 
Whereas prior to Royal Assent of the More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022 Subsection 
29(1.2) of the Ontario Heritage Act provided Council of a Municipality the opportunity 
to give a notice of intention to designate a property within 90 days of a prescribed 
event; and 

Whereas the More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022 amended Subsection 29(1.2) of the 
Ontario Heritage Act to provide that Council may give notice of intention to designate 
a property only if the property is listed in the register under subsection 27 (3), or a 
predecessor of that subsection, as of the date of the prescribed event; 

Whereas the Heritage Advisory Committee has noted concerns regarding this 
amendment limiting the authority of municipal councils to designate properties with 
the potential to undermine the effectiveness of heritage preservation efforts across 
the province; and 

Whereas the Heritage Advisory Committee has provided correspondence, attached 
hereto, to South Huron Council in relation to the concerns requesting Council 
support and to communicate these concerns to the Province and forward a copy of 
this motion to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario, Municipal Councils across 
the province, and Provincial MPP. 

Now therefore be it resolved that the Corporation for the Municipality of South Huron 
request the Province reconsider the amendment to Subsection 29(1.2) of the Ontario 
Heritage Act; and that this motion and attached correspondence be forwarded to the 
Premier of Ontario, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Minister of Citizenship 
and Multiculturalism, Association of Municipalities of Ontario, Municipal Councils 
across the province and MPP Thompson. 
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Hon. Doug Ford 

Premier@ontario.ca 

 

Hon. Stephen Lecce 

Stephen.Lecce@pc.ola.org 

 

Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy  

Peter.Bethlenfalvy@pc.ola.org 

 

Bob Bailey 

bob.baileyco@pc.ola.org  

(sent via e-mail) 

 

January 9th, 2025 

 

Re: Property Taxation Implications Related to Non-Market Valuation of Electricity Industry Properties 
 
Please be advised that the Council of the Town of Plympton-Wyoming, at its Regular Council meeting on 
January 8th, 2025, passed the following motion supporting the resolution from the Municipality of 
Kincardine regarding Property Taxation Implications Related to Non-Market Valuation of Electricity 
Industry Properties: 
 
Motion #14 
Moved by Bob Woolvett 
Seconded by John van Klaveren 
That Council support correspondence item ‘g’ from the Municipality of Kincardine regarding Property 
Taxation Implications. 

Carried. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the above motion, please do not hesitate to contact me by phone 
or email.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Ella Flynn 
eflynn@plympton-wyoming.ca 
Executive Assistant – Deputy Clerk 
Town of Plympton-Wyoming 
 
Cc: Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
 All Ontario Municipalities 
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Council Meeting

Motion # 12/11/24 - 02
Title: Property Taxation Implications Related to Non-Market Valuation of Electricity

Industry Properties, CAO General-2024-33
Date: Wednesday, December 11, 2024

Moved by: Rory Cavanagh
Seconded by: Beth Blackwell

Whereas the Municipality of Kincardine is a proud host community of the Bruce Nuclear Generating
Site where Bruce Power generates 30% of Ontario’s electricity needs; and

Whereas two decades ago the Province of Ontario adopted a property tax assessment model that
continues to apply to Ontario’s nuclear generation facilities; and

Whereas the Province assessment model includes non-market property valuation for electricity
generating properties; and

Whereas the Municipality of Kincardine undertook a study in 2024 which has shown that the Provincial
assessment model is compromising fairness and shifting the tax burden away from the electricity
industry properties and onto the broader property tax base within the host community; and

Whereas the study demonstrated that this is primarily attributable to the assessed value of the subject
properties being held almost static over several reassessment cycles, resulting from the Provincially
prescribed rules for electricity generating, transmission and distribution properties; and

Whereas the Provincial model results in a disparity between the continuously updated market values
assigned to the majority of properties and the static, non-market-based formula applied to electricity
industry properties means that the tax burden shifts onto non-industry taxpayers; and

Now Therefore be it Resolved That municipal staff be directed to send communication to the  Premier
of Ontario, Minister of Energy and Electrification, the Minister of Finance, and the local MPP, to request
that the Province undertake an immediate review and update the property tax assessment model for
Ontario’s nuclear generation facilities and other properties within the electricity industry, and copy the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario and all Ontario Municipalities.  

Carried.

______________________________________
Clerk

Jennifer Lawrie
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Hon. Doug Ford 

Premier@ontario.ca 

(sent via e-mail) 

 

January 9th, 2025 

 

Re: Improvements to Catch and Release System 
 
Please be advised that the Council of the Town of Plympton-Wyoming, at its Regular Council meeting 
on January 8th, 2025, passed the following motion supporting the resolution from the Town of Cobalt 
regarding Improvements to the Catch and Release System: 
 
Motion #15 
Moved by John van Klaveren 
Seconded by Netty McEwen 
That Council support correspondence item ‘h’ from the Town of Cobalt regarding Improvements to 
Catch and Release. 

Carried. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the above motion, please do not hesitate to contact me by phone 
or email.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Ella Flynn 
eflynn@plympton-wyoming.ca 
Executive Assistant – Deputy Clerk 
Town of Plympton-Wyoming 
 
Cc: Rural Ontario Municipal Association, roma@roma.on.ca  

Associations of Municipalities Association, amo@amo.on.ca  
All Ontario Municipalities 
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December 12, 2024 

 

 

The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building  
Queen’s Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 
 

Sent Via Email: premier@ontario.ca 
 

 

Please be advised that the Council of the Town of Cobalt passed the following resolution at its 

Regular Meeting of Council held Tuesday, December 10, 2024.  

 

 

 RESOLUTION No. 2024-218 
 MOVED BY:  Councillor Wilcox 
 SECONDED BY: Councillor Lafleur  
 

 

WHEREAS Police Services across Ontario are exhausting precious time and resources having to 

manage the repeated arrests of the same offenders, which in turn, is impacting their morale, and 

ultimately law-abiding citizens who are paying the often significant financial and emotional toll of this 

broken system; 

  

AND WHEREAS the “catch and release” system is needlessly increasing the policing costs to the 

Municipalities; 

  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT that the Corporation of the Town of Cobalt will send a 

letter to the Federal and Provincial Governments requesting meaningful improvements to the current 

state of “catch and release” justice in the Ontario legal system; 

  

  



AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this resolution be forwarded to the Premier, the relevant 

federal and provincial authorities, the Rural Ontario Municipalities Association, the Federation of 

Northern Ontario Municipalities and all municipalities in Ontario for their endorsement consideration. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

Steven Dalley 

Town Manager, Clerk/Treasurer 

Tel: (705) 679-8877 

Email: sdalley@cobalt.ca 

 

 

cc:  Hon. Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario, premier@ontario.ca 

 FONOM, fonom.info@gmail.com 

 Associations of Municipalities Association, amo@amo.on.ca 

 All Ontario Municipalities  

mailto:sdalley@cobalt.ca
mailto:amo@amo.on.ca


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SOUTH HURON 

322 Main Street South   P.O. Box 759    
Exeter Ontario    

 N0M 1S6 
Phone: 519-235-0310   Fax: 519-235-3304   

 Toll Free:  1-877-204-0747 
www.southhuron.ca 

 
 
January 15, 2025 
 
Via email: Peter.Bethlenfalvy@pc.ola.org  
 
Ministry of Finance 
Frost Building South 
7th Floor 
7 Queen’s Park Crescent  
Toronto, ON M7A 1Y7 
 
Dear Peter Bethlengalvy,  
 
Re: TAPMO Letter Regarding Pre-Budget Announcement 
 
 
Please be advised that South Huron Council passed the following resolution at 
their January 13, 2025 Regular Council Meeting: 
 

Motion: 15-2025 

Moved: M. Vaughan 
Seconded: T. Oke 

Whereas the Ministry of Finance has introduced a one-time $7 
million reduction in education taxes in 2024, a subsidy that will 
be absorbed by the province through a 95% reduction in 
education taxes—marking the first such subsidy provided by 
the province to any industry; 
 
Whereas the Ministry of Finance’s plans to introduce a new 
aggregate property sub-class in 2025, which is set to provide a 
$6 million subsidy to the aggregate industry, with $3 million of 
that subsidy being transferred back to the municipal (primarily 
residential) tax base, raises serious concerns about the 
fairness and equity of the system; 
 
Whereas the claims that the new sub-class will provide tax 
stability and predictability seem hollow and do not address the 

mailto:Peter.Bethlenfalvy@pc.ola.org


systemic inequities in the taxation framework, which 
continues to shift an undue burden onto municipal taxpayers, 
particularly those in rural areas who host these aggregate 
operations; 
 
Whereas there is significant concern that the government’s 
actions prioritize the interests of the aggregate industry over 
the financial realities faced by municipalities and their 
residents, and that this shift in burden undermines public trust 
in the fairness and integrity of Ontario’s legal and tax 
frameworks; 
 
Whereas TAPMO has presented evidence demonstrating that 
the aggregate industry is financially capable of meeting its tax 
obligations, including substantial profits and royalty payments 
made by industry leaders, further undermining the need for 
these subsidies; 
 
Whereas the municipal taxpayer should not bear the cost of 
correcting a past error in assessment methodology that 
unfairly benefited the aggregate industry, and the new 
property tax class ratio risks further undermining the principle 
of revenue neutrality and eroding confidence in Ontario’s legal 
and tax systems; 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Council of the Municipality of 
South Huron strongly objects to the undue burden being 
placed on municipal taxpayers to subsidize the aggregate 
industry, and calls on the provincial government to: 
 
Reevaluate and correct the misguided subsidies being 
provided to the aggregate sector, and ensure that future tax 
policies are fair, equitable, and consistent for all taxpayers. 
 
1. Uphold the principles of revenue neutrality in the aggregate 
tax framework and ensure that any new tax classifications or 
methodologies do not result in a net loss of revenue for 
municipalities, especially those that are already facing 
significant financial challenges. 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SOUTH HURON 

322 Main Street South   P.O. Box 759    
Exeter Ontario    

 N0M 1S6 
Phone: 519-235-0310   Fax: 519-235-3304   

 Toll Free:  1-877-204-0747 
www.southhuron.ca 

 
2. Commit to meaningful reform that ensures fairness and 
consistency across all sectors of the economy and actively 
engages municipalities and taxpayers in a transparent and 
inclusive process, rather than catering to the demands of the 
aggregate industry. 
 
3. Take immediate action to correct the existing inequities in 
the tax framework, ensuring that the burden of this correction 
is not unjustly shifted to municipal taxpayers, particularly 
those in rural communities who host these operations. 
 
4. Respect and uphold the integrity of the legal process by 
honouring the decisions of the Divisional Court and ensuring 
that all assessment methodologies are transparent, 
accountable, and based on a fair and balanced approach. 
 
5. Further, be it resolved that the Council of the Municipality of 
South Huron supports TAPMO’s call for the provincial 
government to adopt reforms that prioritize the needs and 
fairness of municipal taxpayers and to ensure that the 
aggregate sector contributes its fair share to the province’s 
tax base; and 
 
Further be it resolved that this resolution be forwarded to the 
Minister of Finance, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, local school boards, AMO, ROMA, Local MPP, all 
Ontario Municipalities and the Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation. 

 
 
Please find attached the originating correspondence for your reference. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
Kendra Webster, Legislative & Licensing Coordinator 



Municipality of South Huron 
kwebster@southhuron.ca 
519-235-0310 x. 232 
 
Encl. 
cc:  Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Hon. Paul Calandra, 

Paul.Calandra@pc.ola.org;  Avon Maitland District School Board, 
info@amdsb.ca; Huron-Perth Catholic District School Board, 
info@huronperthcatholic.ca; MPP Huron-Bruce, Hon. Lisa Thompson, 
Lisa.Thompson@pc.ola.org; AMO, resolutions@amo.on.ca; ROMA, 
roma@on.ca; MPAC, John.Young@mpac.ca; TAPMO, info@tapmo.ca, All 
Ontario Municipalities   
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Township of Puslinch  

7404 Wellington Road 34 
Puslinch, ON N0B 2J0 

www.puslinch.ca 
 

December 13, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
RE:  TAPMO Letter regarding Pre Budget Announcement  
 
Please be advised that Township of Puslinch Council, at its meeting held on November 27, 2024 
considered the aforementioned topic and subsequent to discussion, the following was resolved: 
 

Resolution No. 2024-430:    Moved by Councillor Sepulis and  
     Seconded by Councillor Bailey 

 

That the Consent Agenda items listed with the exception of items 6.10, 6.11, and 6.12 
for NOVEMBER 27, 2024 Council meeting be received for information; and 
 
Whereas the Township of Puslinch Council supports the information provided by 
TAPMO to member municipalities of TAPMO; and 
 
Whereas the Township of Puslinch Council sees the value and significance of 
circulating this information provided by TAPMO to all Ontario municipalities;  
 

Finance Minister Chrystia 
Freeland  
VIA EMAIL: 
chrystia.freeland@parl.gc.ca 
 

Hon. Paul Calandra 

VIA EMAIL:   
minister.mah@ontario.ca 

 
Association of Municipalities 
of Ontario (AMO)  
VIA EMAIL:  
amo@amo.on.ca 

 
Top Aggregate Producing 
Municipalities of Ontario 
(TAPMO) 
VIA EMAIL:   
info@tapmo.ca 
 

Rural Ontario Municipalities 
Association (ROMA) 
VIA EMAIL:  
roma@roma.on.ca 

Hon. Ted Arnott, MPP 
VIA EMAIL:   
 ted.arnottco@pc.ola.org 

http://www.puslinch.ca/
mailto:chrystia.freeland@parl.gc.ca
mailto:minister.mah@ontario.ca
mailto:amo@amo.on.ca
mailto:info@tapmo.ca
mailto:roma@roma.on.ca
mailto:ted.arnottco@pc.ola.org


 

Therefore, that Council directs staff to forward items 6.10, 6.11, and 6.12 to all Ontario 
municipalities; and  
 
That Council direct staff to forward the following resolution to the Minister of Finance, 
the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, local school board trustees, AMO, 
ROMA, Local MPP, all Ontario Municipalities and the Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation: 

 
Whereas the Ministry of Finance has introduced a one-time $7 million reduction in 
education taxes in 2024, a subsidy that will be absorbed by the province through a 
95% reduction in education taxes—marking the first such subsidy provided by the 
province to any industry; 
 
Whereas the Ministry of Finance’s plans to introduce a new aggregate property sub-
class in 2025, which is set to provide a $6 million subsidy to the aggregate industry, 
with $3 million of that subsidy being transferred back to the municipal (primarily 
residential) tax base, raises serious concerns about the fairness and equity of the 
system; 
 
Whereas the claims that the new sub-class will provide tax stability and predictability 
seem hollow and do not address the systemic inequities in the taxation framework, 
which continues to shift an undue burden onto municipal taxpayers, particularly those 
in rural areas who host these aggregate operations; 
 
Whereas there is significant concern that the government’s actions prioritize the 
interests of the aggregate industry over the financial realities faced by municipalities 
and their residents, and that this shift in burden undermines public trust in the 
fairness and integrity of Ontario’s legal and tax frameworks; 
 
Whereas TAPMO has presented evidence demonstrating that the aggregate industry is 
financially capable of meeting its tax obligations, including substantial profits and 
royalty payments made by industry leaders, further undermining the need for these 
subsidies; 
 
Whereas the municipal taxpayer should not bear the cost of correcting a past error in 
assessment methodology that unfairly benefited then aggregate industry, and the new 



 

property tax class ratio risks further undermining the principle of revenue neutrality 
and eroding confidence in Ontario’s legal and tax systems; 
 
Therefore be it resolved that the Council of the Township of Puslinch strongly objects 
to the undue burden being placed on municipal taxpayers to subsidize the aggregate 
industry, and calls on the provincial government to: 
 
Reevaluate and correct the misguided subsidies being provided to the aggregate 
sector, and ensure that future tax policies are fair, equitable, and consistent for all 
taxpayers. 
 
1. Uphold the principles of revenue neutrality in the aggregate tax framework and 
ensure that any new tax classifications or methodologies do not result in a net loss of 
revenue for municipalities, especially those that are already facing significant financial 
challenges. 
 
2. Commit to meaningful reform that ensures fairness and consistency across all 
sectors of the economy, and actively engages municipalities and taxpayers in a 
transparent and inclusive process, rather than catering to the demands of the 
aggregate industry. 
 
3. Take immediate action to correct the existing inequities in the tax framework, 
ensuring that the burden of this correction is not unjustly shifted to municipal 
taxpayers, particularly those in rural communities who host these operations. 
 
4. Respect and uphold the integrity of the legal process by honouring the decisions of 
the Divisional Court and ensuring that all assessment methodologies are transparent, 
accountable, and based on a fair and balanced approach. 
 
5. Further be it resolved that the Council Township of Puslinch supports TAPMO’s call 
for the provincial government to adopt reforms that prioritize the needs and fairness 
of municipal taxpayers and to ensure that the aggregate sector contributes its fair 
share to the province’s tax base; and 
Further be it resolved that this resolution be forwarded to the Minister of Finance, the 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, local school board trustees, AMO, ROMA, 



 

Local MPP, all Ontario Municipalities and the Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation. 

            
CARRIED 

 
 

As per the above resolution, please accept a copy of this correspondence for your information 
and consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Justine Brotherston  
Municipal Clerk 
 
CC: All Ontario Municipalities, Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC), Local school 
board trustees  



 

November 1, 2024 

Premier Doug Ford Minister of Finance Peter Bethlenfalvy 
Legislative Building Ministry of Finance 
Quenn’s Park Frost Building South, 7th Floor  
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1 7 Queen’s Park Crescent 
 Toronto, ON M7A 1Y7 
 
Dear Premier Ford and Minister Bethlenfalvy: 

Re:  Pre Budget Announcement 

As you are aware there was a lengthy Assessment Review Board hearing as well as a 
divisional court ruling increasing the taxes paid by the aggregate sector due to an 
inappropriate tax relief mechanism implemented by MPAC.  

TAPMO recognizes funding for rural, small and northern municipalities is proposed to see 
an increase in OMPF funding. This increase is very much appreciated. This increase will 
begin to address the farm tax rebate shortfalls that rural, small and northern municipalities 
have been experiencing under the former program. Increasing this funding ensures all 
Ontarians are supporting farmers and not just the residents that call home to small, rural 
and northern communities. The impact of Provincially significant programs needs to be 
absorbed by all Ontarians. 

If it is the desire of the Government to provide special treatment to one sector and 
burdening this special treatment on small, rural and northern communities ( where most 
aggregate operations exist), TAPMO is of the opinion that an aggregate subsidy is not 
appropriate and should be borne by all Ontarians.   

The pre budget announcement provides $200 to every Ontarian, adding approximately $3 
billion to the Ontario budget. If the Government is willing to add $3 billion to the deficit. 
Carrying over the 95% reduction in education tax relief absorbed by all Ontarians for 2024, 
would have added $7 million to the total deficit for 2025 or 0.11666667% additional deficit. 

TAPMO request the following questioned to be answered: 

Explain the justification of increasing taxes on small, rural and northern municipalities 
which are host to most aggregate operations, to provide a preferential tax relief to the 
aggregate sector, versus absorbing any relief through increased deficit for all Ontarians? 

Yours truly, 

James Seeley  
Board Chair  

Sent via email 



Ministry of Finance 

Provincial-Local  

Finance Division 

Frost Building North 

95 Grosvenor Street 

Toronto ON  M7A 1Y7 

Ministère des Finances 

Division des relations provinciales-

municipales en matière de finances 

Édifice Frost nord 

95 rue Grosvenor 

Toronto ON  M7A 1Y7 

 

 
 

 
October 31, 2024 
 
 
His Worship James Seeley 
Chair, Top Aggregate Producing Municipalities of Ontario (TAPMO) 
jseeley@puslinch.ca  
 
Don MacLeod 
Executive Director, TAPMO 
executivedirector@tapmo.ca  
 
 
Dear Mayor Seeley and Mr. MacLeod: 
 

Thank you for your letter about the new aggregate extraction property class.  
 
As noted in my letter of October 3, the Province will be setting municipal tax ratios and 
education tax rates for the new aggregate extraction property class to provide tax 
mitigation for properties in the class.  The plan is to provide an overall $6M tax reduction to 
properties in the class relative to the original 2024 tax level, comprised of $3M municipal 
tax and $3M education tax.  While the specific tax ratios and impacts will not be available 
until after the assessments for 2025 are finalized by the Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation (MPAC), the intention is that municipalities overall will still benefit from the 
majority of the incremental tax revenues that resulted from the assessment methodology 
changes implemented by MPAC for 2024.  
 
More details will be shared when they become available.  We appreciate the importance of 
providing municipalities with as much time as possible to support their budgetary planning.  
We have taken note of your request to receive this information by November 30th and will 
endeavour to provide the data as close to this date as possible. 
 
Regarding your request that TAPMO be included in consultations during 2025, that is an 
important part of our plan.  We will be reaching out to TAPMO as well as the aggregate sector, 
and working with MPAC and the Ministry of Natural Resources, to seek more detailed 
information regarding aggregate activities and discuss possible updates to the definition of the 
property class. 
 
The government understands the challenges small and rural municipalities face. In this 
regard, in the 2024 Fall Economic Statement announced the Ontario Municipal Partnership 
Fund will be increased by $100 million (20% increase) annually. This will be phased in 
over two years with an immediate $50 million increase in 2025. 
 
 

…/2 
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