
townsHIp oF carlIng 2016 
2 West Carling Bay Road, Nobel, Ontario P0G 1G0 

Phone: 705-342-5856          Fax: 705-342-9527         www.carlingtownship.ca 

 

carlIng councIl 
Mayor – Mike Konoval   Councillors – Steven Crookshank – Terry Gilbert – Susan Murphy – Sid Larson  

Please visit the Township website or contact the office for Council and Committee meetings schedule 

 

carlIng staFF DIrEctory 
 

CAO/Clerk/Treasurer – Kevin McLlwain (ext. 416) 
Deputy Clerk – Megan Bonenfant (ext. 404) 
A/Deputy Treasurer – Sandy Edington (ext. 414) 
Executive Assistant – Lisa Taylor-Bushey (ext. 400) 
Accounting Clerk – Carla Blough (ext. 407) 
Records Clerk – Mackenzie Taylor (ext. 406) 

Fire Chief – Gord Harrison (ext. 430) 
Chief Building Official – Kim Dixon (ext. 410) 
Public Works Superintendent – Joe Ryman (ext. 423) 
Lead Hand – David Strome (ext. 424) 
Road Crew – Kelly Badger, Chris Waefler, Tim Schneider 
Waste Site Attendants – E.J. Szyperski, Lisa Lynch  

 

subscrIbE to our EmaIl lIst! 
 

To receive Council agendas, minutes & other township news and notices please visit our website at 
www.carlingtownship.ca. 

Enter your name and email address and click on “Add to Mailing List” box to complete. 
 

 

mEssagE From tHE mayor 
 
Warm Spring Greetings, 
 
There have been many changes amongst Council and Staff in the time since our last newsletter.  We have welcomed Sid 
Larson back to Council to fill the vacancy left by Gord Harrison as he moved to the Fire Chief position. Kevin McLlwain 
joined us in late July to head up our administration.  Chief Building Official Doug Vock retired in December and Kim Dixon 
filled the position in January.  There are a few other new faces around the office and Council is pleased with the quality 
and calibre of our new staff.  Finally, Sandy Edington, who began her municipal career with us, has come out of 
retirement to assist us in our treasury department – we are very grateful to her.  
 
When the Woods’ property next door to us on West Carling Bay Road came on the market, Council quickly acquired it.  
This gives our community 187 acres of land almost completely surrounding our present location, which provides 
wonderful opportunity for growth and development into the future.  
  
Council has been improving our water access locations over the past number of years.  The last one to get a face-lift was 
Sawdust Bay – we have received many favourable comments about the improvement s and we thank you for these.  
  
Lastly, on a personal note, I want to express sincere gratitude for an excellent Council.  It is a joy and delight to work 
with these folk.  And may I ask in closing that we keep Carling clean – litter is getting a bit out of hand, especially along 
Highway 559.  Small groups of people are going out to clean up on a regular basis and I thank them. 
 
Have a great Carling summer!  
 

 
 
 

http://www.carlingtownship.ca/
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by-law EnForcEmEnt –Hours oF sErVIcE 
 
The Township of Carling contracts with the Town of Parry Sound for By-law Enforcement services which are available 
during the hours of operation established by the Town. 
Sept - June:  Monday to Friday  8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
   Saturday and Sunday  9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
July – Aug:  Monday to Friday  9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
   Saturday and Sunday  9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 
For complaints between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday to Friday, please call the Township of Carling Office 
at 705-342-5856.  Outside of these hours please call 705-746-2413.  For an after hours complaint, if the on-call Officer 
determines the call is not an emergency all pertinent information will be obtained by the Officer and the matter will be 
dealt with during regular business hours. 

 

2016 munIcIpal pErmIts – wastE sItE anD parkIng passEs In onE 
conVEnIEnt pErmIt! 

 
New municipal permits are now in effect for the waste sites and resident-only parking areas.  You will have received 
three blue permits with your interim tax bill in January.  Waste site attendants and by-law officers are looking for these 
permits on your rear-view mirror or sun visor, so please make sure you have them! If your permits are lost or stolen, 
please let us know – replacement permits are available from the Township Office for $25 each. 
 
Municipal permits are numbered and will become void when lost, replaced for any reason, or when the ownership or 
tenant of a property changes. You must notify the Township of Carling office staff if your permits are lost or stolen. 
Anyone found using a voided municipal permit will be ticketed. 
 
Municipal permits do not guarantee a parking spot, rather access to park at designated Township of Carling resident-
only parking areas. For locations of these designated parking areas and waste sites, please visit the Township Office or 
website: www.carlingtownship.ca     
 
To avoid receiving a parking ticket, please ensure that your municipal permit is displayed on the rear-view mirror or sun 
visor of your vehicle in such a way that the permit and the permit number are clearly visible.  Waste site attendants will 
ask to see your municipal permit before you deposit your waste.  
 
If you display your municipal permit from your rear view mirror, please remove the permit before driving your vehicle as 
it may obstruct your line of sight.   

 

Dog lIcEncEs 
 

Dogs over the age of 6 months are to be licensed annually.  Come to the office with Proof of Rabies Vaccination (within 
previous 24 months) and spayed/neutered documentation to purchase your dog tag. 

 

License Fees:  Free before May 1st - $20 after May 1st ($40 for a dog that has not been spayed/neutered)  
           $5 replacement fee 

 
Dogs are not permitted to run at large – Please keep your pet(s) leashed or on your property 

 

rEntIng In townsHIp oF carlIng 
 

Please be aware that renting of a dwelling is not a permitted use in the Township of Carling’s Comprehensive Zoning By-
law C500-2011, unless it is a cottage or cabin located in a Tourist Commercial (C2) Zone.  Specifically, short term rental 
of a dwelling, being less than 30 days, is PROHIBITED.  The By-law Department will act on all complaints with regards to 

this matter. 

http://www.carlingtownship.ca/


buIlDIng DEpartmEnt 
 

BUILDING PERMITS must be obtained prior to the beginning of any construction. Building permit application forms, 
which include the requirements for construction drawings, are available at the Township office or on our website: 

www.carlingtownship.ca 
 
Permits are required for the following: 
New structures    Accessory buildings   Swimming Pools 
Additions to buildings (residential Structural repairs or alteration  Foundations 
commercial, industrial or farm)  Property entranceways   Docks 
Guest (sleeping) cabins   Porches or decks   Storage buildings 
Chimneys, wood stoves or fireplaces Advertising signs   Tents (for weddings etc.)  
Solar systems attached to buildings  
 
If the project you have in mind is not mentioned, contact Kim Dixon, Chief Building Official, for further information or 

assistance.  Phone 705-342-5856 ext. 410, kdixon@carlingtownship.ca 
 
Approval from other agencies may be necessary before a building permit can be issued. Other agencies may include: 
North Bay Mattawa Conservation Authority, Ministry of Transportation, Ministry of the Environment and Climate 
Change, Hydro One, Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Bell Canada. 
 
There were numerous changes effective January 1, 2015 to the Ontario Building Code. Major changes to residential 
buildings include additional smoke alarms in every bedroom and on every level, including carbon monoxide alarms 
where applicable. For the hearing impaired, a visual signalling component is also required when the alarm sounds.  
 
SEPTIC SYSTEMS: Approval and permits may be required prior to obtaining a building permit.  Please contact 

North Bay Mattawa Conservation Authority at 705-746-7566. 
OPEN BUILDING PERMITS: 
If you have an open building permit, please contact the Building Department so that we can assist you with identifying  
the steps necessary to close off your project or advance it to the next stage of construction. 
MANDATORY INSPECTIONS: 
A friendly reminder that it is the property owner or their agent’s responsibility to notify the building department at the 
 prescribed stages of construction 
CONSTRUCTION SAFETY:  
Jobsite safety is priority number one. Everyone has a duty to provide a safe work environment.  
 

 
sEptIcs 

 

How to Prolong your System’s Life 

 Pump your tank every 2 – 3 yrs., and request an inspection. 

 DO NOT overload your system with water as it can push solids into the bed. 

 Keep all vehicles and equipment off bed. 

 Keep trees, shrubs, and deep-rooted plants away from bed. 

 DO NOT use chemical septic additives. 

 Only allow human waste and waste water in your system. 

 Keep a record of your inspections, such as age of system and updates. 
 
If you have any questions regarding your septic system please contact the North Bay – Mattawa Conservation Authority 
(705-746-7566) or Kim Dixon, Chief Building Official, can help you get started and guide you in the right direction (705-

342-5856 ext. 410) 
Also, keep reading for a note on potential funding available for upgrading your septic system! 

(see “Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve – Community Stewardship Program “) 

http://www.carlingtownship.ca/
mailto:kdixon@carlingtownship.ca


nEw – proVIncIal pErmIt rEquIrEmEnts For Docks anD boatHousEs 
 
Planning on replacing your dock or installing a new one this summer? Please be advised that you now require a permit 
from the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), in addition to a municipal building permit. 
 

What you need to know:  

 As a result of a 2015 decision by the Ontario Superior Court of Justice, authorization from the MNRF is now required 

to construct or place a dock or single-storey boathouse that occupies (i.e., that is on or above) more than 15m2 of 

shore lands. 

 This includes the placement of seasonal structures on shore lands as well as expansions or replacements of 

existing structures that are greater than 15m2 (calculated based on perimeter of the structure).  

 Under the Ontario Building Code, municipal building officials cannot issue a building permit that does not meet 

applicable law – this means the Township of Carling cannot issue you a building permit for your dock until you 

receive your MNRF authorization. 

 In an effort to streamline the process as much as possible, Township staff will review dock permit applications 

concurrently with MNRF’s review, to be ready to issue your building permit as soon as possible once MNRF 

authorization is received.  

 For more information on the new MNRF permit requirements: 

Parry Sound District MNRF – Carolyn Roy, Lands and Waters Intern – Carolyn.Roy@ontario.ca, 705-773-4260 

MNRF website: https://www.ontario.ca/page/crown-land-work-permits#section-4 

 

mEssagE From tHE publIc works DEpartmEnt 
 

As we all know the past winter season brought many fluctuations in temperature which made for some difficult driving 
conditions. The Public Works Department makes every effort to meet or exceed the Minimum Maintenance Standards 
established by the Township.  
 
We are pleased to report that thanks to your safe driving habits and adjusting to the road and weather conditions there 
were no reported incidents on our Township roads this winter.  Fire Chief Gord Harrison reported that the Fire 
Department did not respond to any accident-related issues on the Township’s road network. 
 
The Public Works Department works diligently, keeping safety in the forefront, to have the main roads cleared before 
the work day starts and keeping the school bus routes our number one priority.  There were many snow events last year 
that started midday; when this happens it can take some time to clear the roads due to traffic.  Your patience is and was 
greatly appreciated during the times that it takes a bit longer to clear the roads.  Once again a BIG THANK YOU.   
 
To keep you up-to-speed, here is what we’re working on this summer (in addition to regular operations): 

 Roadside brushing and grass cutting 

 Tar & Chip (pulverizing and double application) on Pengally Bay Rd #1 and Sawdust Bay Rd 

 Tar  & Chip (single application) on Ridgeway Dr., Parkway Dr., Pine Valley Dr., Matthew Bay Rd., Iroquois Dr., Indian 

Grove, Rockcliffe Dr., Old Carling Bay Rd., Little’s Ln., Corduroy Bay Rd., Ramsay Rd., Christie Rd. 

 Gravel application to Linda Ln., Partridge Bay Rd., Snug Haven Rd. and Inverlochy Rd. 

 Culvert Replacement on Conservation Drive 

On behalf of the Public Works Department we wish you a safe and happy summer. 
 
 

 

mailto:Carolyn.Roy@ontario.ca
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2016 transFEr statIon Hours oF opEratIon 
 

sprIng & summEr 
April 29, 2016 to July 2, 2016 July 3, 2016 to September 2, 2016 
Carling Transfer Station Carling Transfer Station 
Mon, Thurs, Fri & Sat      8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Mon, Thurs, Fri & Sat                        8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.                      
Sunday                             10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sunday                                               10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 
Killbear Transfer Station Killbear Transfer Station 
Mon, Tues, Fri & Sat        8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat               8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday                             10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sunday             10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 

Fall & wIntEr 
September 3, 2016 to October 30, 2016 October 31, 2016 to April 28, 2017 
Carling Transfer Station Carling Transfer Station 
Mon, Thurs, Fri & Sat      8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday     8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday                             10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Saturday    8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 
Killbear Transfer Station Killbear Transfer Station 
Mon, Tues, Fri & Sat        8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Friday    8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday                             10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sunday    8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Killbear Site is open: December 23, 27, 30 and January 3. 
Carling Site is open: December 24 until noon, 27, 31 and January 3. 

Both Waste Sites will be closed:  Good Friday, Easter Monday, Remembrance Day and Family Day. 
All Mondays of long weekends, Sunday hours are in effect. 

MUNICIPAL PERMITS MUST BE SHOWN 
 
 

swIm program - ExprEssIons oF IntErEst 
 

The Township is currently seeking expressions of interest in restarting the Carling Swim Program for the 2017 summer 
season. If you have any comments you would like to share please contact Mackenzie Taylor at 705-342-5856 ext. 406 or 

mtaylor@carlingtownship.ca. We look forward to hearing from you! 
 

 

can wE gEt to you IF you nEED HElp? 
If your driveway is not wide enough and clear of vegetation Emergency Response to your property may be delayed.  

That puts you, your family and your property at risk. 

 
plEasE makE surE: 
    Your Driveway is Accessible 

-  Our trucks are 8 ft wide and 11 ft tall - clear trees and branches back 
at least that far 

    Your 911 Number is Visible 
               - On your driveway or on your dock if you have water access 

** Install Smoke Alarms on Every Level and a Carbon Monoxide Detector in your home, cottage and sleeping cabin. ** 

It’s The Law 
 
 

mailto:mtaylor@carlingtownship.ca


smokE alarms – It’s tHE law! 
Smoke alarms save lives.  It’s important to put smoke alarms in the right places in your home.  You should also test them 

regularly to make sure they work properly.  If there is a fire in your home, smoke alarms are your family’s first lines of 
defense.  They give you an early warning that danger is present and could give your family time to reach safety. 

You can minimize your family’s risk of fire-related injury or death by installing the right number of smoke alarms. 
 

carbon monoxIDE alarms - It’s tHE law! 
Carbon Monoxide is a colourless, odourless, tasteless, toxic gas that enters the body through the lungs during the 

normal breathing process.  It replaces oxygen in the blood and prevents the flow of oxygen to the heart, brain and other 
vital organs. What Are the Main Sources of Carbon Monoxide in my Home?  Wood burning/gas stoves (even the waste 

ash/coals from your wood stove!), gas refrigerators, gasoline engines, kerosene heaters and others. 
 

ALWAYS REACT TO A TRIGGERED CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM!  
CALL 911 

 
Test your carbon monoxide alarm regularly to make sure it is operating properly.  The owner’s manual should tell you 

how to test your alarm.  Remember to check the manual for information on when to buy a new carbon monoxide alarm. 
 

For more information, contact Carling Fire Services – 705-342-5856 ext. 430 or fire@carlingtownship.ca   

 
 

FIrE pErmIts 
All fires require a permit and this applies year round from January 1st through to December 31st. You can apply for 

permits either online at www.carlingtownship.ca or at the Township Office during regular business hours. 
 
 

saFEty on tHE watEr 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Remember… Nearly 90% of all boaters who 
drown are not wearing a PFD. 
Wear your life jacket! 
 It can save your life! 
(don’t forget your four-legged passengers – life 
jackets can save their lives, too) 
 

Boating within 30m (100ft) of the 
shoreline?   
Cut your speed to 10km/h!  Aggressive wake 
can damage other boats and docks, swamp 
small watercraft and destroy birds’ nests 
(including loons!)  

 

Tubing or waterskiing? 
Be aware of your surroundings!  Narrow 
bays and hidden shoals make Georgian Bay 
mysterious and intriguing, but don’t always 
mix with high speeds and unpredictable 
tuber/skier swing patterns 

“Water on the Water, Beer on the Pier” 
“Boat Safe – Boat Sober” 
“Boating Hammered Will Get You Nailed” 

 We’ve all heard the slogans.  They may be 
cliché, but they exist for a reason.  According 
to the Canadian Red Cross, 37% of boaters in 
Canada still admit to consuming alcohol 
every time they boat and 66% report they 
drink alcohol sometimes when boating. 

 Alcohol is a factor in over 40% of 
recreational boating fatalities. 
 
For your safety and everyone else’s,  
DON’T DRINK AND BOAT.  

mailto:fire@carlingtownship.ca
http://www.carlingtownship.ca/


2016 carlIng markEt 

 
At the Carling Community Centre 

 
 

Sat. May 21, 9-noon  – Season Opener                                   Sat. Aug. 6, 9-noon    – Regular Market  
Sat. June 25, 9-noon – Regular Market                                   Sat. Aug. 13, 9-noon  – Regular Market  
Sat. July 2, 9-noon     – Kids’ Day                                                 Sat. Aug. 20, 9-noon   – Summer Fair  
Sat. July 9, 9-noon     – Regular Market                                                   Sat. Aug. 27, 9-noon  – Hold Your Own Garage Sale  
Sat. July 16, 9-noon   – Dogfest                                                               Sat. Sept. 3, 9-noon   – Last Market (Regular Season) 
Sat. July 23, 9-noon   – Regular Market                                                   Sat. Oct. 10, 9-1pm   – Buffet Breakfast, Thanksgiving  
Sat. July 30, 9-noon   – Quiltmania                                                                          Fundraiser, Silent Auction and Market 
             
 

Everyone is invited to participate, be it as a vendor, customer or browser!  Table space can be rented on a daily basis or 
for the season, bring your own chair/table/tent or use one from the Community Centre.  The Market is open from 9 am 

to noon, rain or shine. 
The Carling Farmer’s Market is steeped in tradition and community spirit—why not join us?  For further information 

please contact:  Wanda Davis 705-342-1830, wanda1_davis@hotmail.com or Janet Allin 905-717-5488, 
janet.allin@sympatico.ca or visit the website - www.carlingmarket.com) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

parry sounD publIc lIbrary  
 

29 Mary Street, Parry Sound, Ontario P2A 1E3   ~   705-746-9601 
~ www.parrysoundlibrary.ca ~ pspl@vianet.ca ~ 

 
 Free membership to Carling residents/property owners  
 Membership includes access to thousands of items including Books, Magazines, Audio-Books, & DVDs 
 Access eBook and eAudioBooks through your library card for FREE! 
 Computers & WiFi with high speed Internet Access 
 Office Services—Fax, Scan, Copy, Print, Download 
 Programming for all ages 
 TD Summer Reading Club with special events and children’s programming throughout the summer 

MEET NEW PEOPLE        RELAX IN COMFORT        READ GREAT BOOKS 

 

 

carlIng 2016 mIxED slo-pItcH 
 

Growing strong, now with 7 teams!  Spectators 
welcome. 

 
Ages 18 plus 

May to mid-September 
 

Mondays – 7:00 pm & 8:30 pm 
                 Tuesdays – 7:00 pm 

 
Call Chantal for more information 

705-774-0805 
 

 

sEnIors’ ExErcIsE program (55+) 
 

At the Carling Community Centre 
 
Free classes at the Carling Community Centre from 10:30am-
noon every Tuesday and Thursday. The program consists of 
cardiovascular, resistance and balance exercises and is run by 
local volunteers & leaders.  This community based exercise 
program was started through the West Parry Sound Health 
Centre with funding from the "New Horizons for Seniors" 
Program. It's been very successful! Come out and join in!  
Classes will be suspended for July & August but will resume 
the week after Labour Day. 

 

 

mailto:wanda1_davis@hotmail.com
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ratEpayErs assocIatIons 

 
Thinking of joining your neighborhood ratepayer’s association?  Call these folks for more information: 
 
Bayview Ratepayers Association   Smith Bay Ratepayers Association           West Carling Association 
Ray Long, President    Steve Vokes, President                               Pamela Wing, President 
 705-342-9679                                               svokes@meaford.ca                                   705-342-9149 
mailbox@bpsa.ca                                                  ps_wing7@hotmail.com 
 

North Sound Association  Pengally Bay Ratepayers Association Deep Bay Association  
Brigitte Nowak, Director  Peter Grant, President                 Edward Casey, President 
416-787-2035    Phone: 416-231-6668                              416-670-0579 
merlindunning@mac.com  apetergrant@gmail.com               ecasey@deepbayassociation.com                                                                      
                                                                                          
                                                            

callIng all VoluntEErs! 

 

Interested in volunteering in our community but not sure where to begin?   

Whether you have one day a week or one hour a year to spend on community projects, we want you!  

We are currently seeking individuals with a diverse range of skills, talents, and interests to help make Carling 

an even better place to live, work and play.  

Here are just a few of the projects/events we have in the works and need volunteers for: 

 Nature Trails on the Woods Property 

Franklin Island Stewardship  

Water Quality Monitoring  

Community Foodshare Garden 

Township Gardens 

Winter Carnival 

 Check out our new Volunteer Application Form to see more initiatives we've got underway or suggest 

something new.  The form is available at this link: http://carlingtownship.ca/index.php/township-

information/application-forms, by emailing clerksoffice@carlingtownship.ca, or drop in to the Township office 

to pick up a paper copy. 

 

musEum on towEr HIll 

The Museum on Tower Hill is a non-profit organization that relies on annual passes and donations to fund its activities, 
programs and exhibitions.  Your support keeps the museum’s doors open year round, helps preserve the museum’s 
artifacts and provides opportunities for local individual and tourists to explore the history of the West Parry Sound 
District. This summer’s exhibits include:  
 
Parry Sound Fur Trade – June 25-September 4, 2016 
“Explore one of Canada`s first industries, the fur trade. Loaned to the Museum by the Archives of Ontario, this traveling 
exhibition offers individuals a chance to see into Canada`s past. First Nations stories, surveying equipment, trapping 
gear and interpretive panels are just some of the exciting ways you can learn about this vital industry.” 
 
For more information about the museum please call 705-746-5365 or email info@museumontowerhill.com, visit the 
website (http://museumontowerhill.com) or stop by during regular business hours. 

mailto:svokes@meaford.ca
mailto:mailbox@bpsa.ca
mailto:ps_wing7@hotmail.com
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gEorgIan bay bIospHErE rEsErVE 

communIty stEwarDsHIp program 

Grant opportunities are available to residents in the Georgian Bay region, west of the HWY 400/69 corridor, for 
stewardship projects which improve water quality and environmental health.  These grants are available through the 
Lake Simcoe Eastern Georgian Bay Community Stewardship Program delivered locally by the Georgian Bay Biosphere 
Reserve.   Grants, education and technical support are directed at projects that improve or conserve water quality and 
aquatic habitat, such as shoreline erosion control, replacing failed septic systems, and planting native species.  To apply, 
landowners must first register and attend a free Stewardship Workshop.  Participating landowners then develop an 
action plan, host a site visit, and submit an application form, permits, and financial documents.  Grants are issued after 
receipt of all eligible paid invoices and upon project completion.    
 
Upcoming Stewardship Workshops will be held: 
 

 June 25th, 10:00am-noon at Township of Georgian Bay Council Chamber, 99 Lone Pine Road, Port Severn  

 August 20th, 9:00am-11:00am at Township of Carling Council Chambers, 2 West Carling Bay Rd 

To register for a Stewardship Workshop or find more info visit www.gbbr.ca/communitystewardship.  Contact Delaina 
Arnold, at education@gbbr.ca or 705-774-0978 for direct inquires. 
 

upcomIng EVEnts 
Eat Around the Sound Workshop Series 
 
Hosted by GBBR & Canadore College – Space is limited, please register early at www.gbbr.ca/vibrant-communities/local-
food/  or 705.746.9222 
 

Hike for Edible Wilds – Georgian Nordic Ski & Canoe Club, 8 Nine Mile Lake Road McDougall 

Saturday August 6th 10am – Noon, By Donation 

Sweet Honey Festival - Canadore College, Parry Sound 

Saturday September 17th 10am - 1pm $20/Person 

Fun with Fermentation - Canadore College, Parry Sound 

Sunday November 27th 10am – Noon, By Donation 

  
Explore Our Shores: Hike in the Biosphere!  

 
July 16th, 1:00pm-3:00pm at 4 Leaside Drive, Skerryvore 

July 30th, 9:30am-12 noon at Moon Is. Docks, Woods Bay (boat access only) 
August 13th, 9:30am-11:00am at the Public Boat Launch on Little Kapikog Lake Road 

Learn more: info@gbbr.ca – 705-774-0978 
 
Exxpedition – Great Lakes Shoreline Clean Up and Water Sample - August 20th  
 
WHO: people who care about Georgian Bay's water - you, your neighbours, family and friends! 
WHAT: day of beach clean-up & water sampling by the public (throughout Great Lakes) 
WHY: support scientific research on contamination of our water, and help to reduce plastics in the Great Lakes 
HOW: sign up online to participate, and get more information http://exxpedition.com/greatlakes2016/   
WHERE: Anywhere! Take your water samples by boat, canoe, kayak, SUP, sailboat - anywhere in Georgian Bay.   
 
 
 

http://www.gbbr.ca/communitystewardship
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mayors’ monarcH plEDgE 

 

On March 14, 2016, Council committed to the Mayor’s Monarch Pledge (MMP), a Monarch butterfly conservation 

program cofounded by the Great Lake Cities Initiative and the US National Wildlife Federation.  By signing on to the 

MMP, Council has committed to undertaking three stewardship actions in 2016 to help our Monarchs: 

1. Planting a demonstration pollinator garden at the Township office  

If you’ve been by the office lately, you may have noticed that the weeds are finally gone and have been replaced by a 

variety of plants that will offer our pollinating residents some much-needed nutrition. Amazing volunteers planted a mix 

of annuals and perennials, native species, ornamentals and herbs that should attract a wide range of pollinators 

(bumblebees, butterflies, and birds).  Stop in and take a look!  As the gardeners out there will know, the work is never 

finished – we will be integrating more and more pollinator-friendly plants as time goes on and hope to install a sign 

explaining the project.  Interested in helping out? We’ll graciously accept appropriate plant donations (nothing invasive, 

please!) and are always looking for volunteers.  Check out the Resources section below for a link to our volunteer 

application form. 

2. Hosting a milkweed giveaway 

Earlier this spring township staff started 200 donated milkweed seeds (100 Butterfly milkweed and 100 Swamp 

milkweed) to give away to interested Carling residents willing to plant them on their properties here in Carling.  As is 

often the case with gardening experiments, this first attempt at milkweed germination was less than satisfying – none of 

the Swamp milkweed germinated, and only a quarter of the Butterfly milkweed came up.  Chalk it up to lessons learned 

for next year!  So, if you are interested in a free, very-limited edition Butterfly milkweed plant, come on out to the 

Carling Market on Saturday, July 9th! 

3. Launching a public communication effort to encourage residents to plant monarch gardens at home  

That’s what this article is all about.  Monarchs are in pretty dire straits, and it’s going to take more than a pollinator 

garden at our township office to ensure these beautiful creatures, THE butterfly of our bug-chasing youth, are around 

for our kids and grandkids to chase and admire.  It’s going to take all of us, doing what we can.  Below is a bit of 

information about monarchs, why they’re in trouble, why we should care, and what you can do about it.   

About Monarchs 

Monarch butterflies are orange and black with a 3 ½-4” wingspan1.  They have a more-or-less typical life cycle for 

butterflies – larvae hatch from a cluster of eggs on a milkweed plant and gorge on milkweed as they grow into black, 

white and yellow-striped caterpillars (the natural toxins in milkweed sap make the Monarch poisonous to birds and 

other predators); caterpillars then weave themselves into chrysalis for the metamorphosis into the adult form we all 

know1.  What’s NOT typical about monarch is how far they migrate – almost 5000 kilometres from here in Ontario to 

their wintering grounds in Mexico1.  5000km!!  Adults only live for a few weeks, so how can they possibly make that trip, 

you ask?  This is where the monarch story truly defies belief.  Adult butterflies overwinter in central american cloud 

forests, then start the long journey north around March1. These adults breed and lay eggs on milkweed somewhere in 



the latitude around Texas1.  These eggs go about their business of hatching, growing, and metamorphosing, and these 

new adults continue the journey north, stopping to lay THEIR eggs a bit further along the way.  It can take three to five 

generations to make it up here to Carling1.  The monarchs we see each summer have never been here before, nor have 

they been to their winter home in Mexico.  They find their way by instinct alone (an internal compass, if you will), not 

memory1.  The last generation of monarchs that grow to adulthood here in Carling make the entire journey back to 

central america and hibernate until March, when the cycle starts all over again1.  Incredible, right? 

In March of 2016, a winter storm in Mexico wiped out up to 50% of the North American Monarch population2. You see, 

the entire population overwinters in roughly the same place (central american cloud forests) – one good storm can wipe 

out a devastating proportion of the population2.  We will likely see far fewer monarchs in Carling this year, making it all 

the more important to give the monarchs that DO make it back a place to start the next generation.  

Why should we care? 

The arguments about a species’ intrinsic value and right to survival aside, Monarchs and other pollinators are hugely 

important to human beings.  Pollination is arguably one of the (if not THE) most important ecosystem services that a 

healthy environment provides us – more than one third of all of the food we eat requires animal-assisted pollination, be 

it from butterflies, bees, flies, birds, or bats.  The world will be a whole lot hungrier if we lose our pollinators.  

What you can do at home 

It really doesn’t take much to help ensure our native pollinators don’t disappear.  Got milkweed?  Leave it be in areas 

where it doesn’t get in your way.  No milkweed?  Plant some (be sure to pick a variety that is suitable to your conditions, 

and remember that some varieties will spread).  Have a flower garden?  Add some food plants for bees, butterflies, and 

birds in amongst your tulips and lilies (which are not very nutritious).  Have a vegetable garden?  Plant some herbs to 

bring the bees a-flyin’!  Your tomatoes will thank you.  Add a small bee/butterfly bath while you’re at it and the 

pollinators will love your space.  Worried about bee stings?  Native bees (like bumblebees, for example), are mostly 

solitary, meaning they don’t have a large hive to defend and will only sting in self-defence, so just don’t grab them or 

step on them.   If you’re attracting pollinators to your garden spaces, don’t harm them once they get there – avoid using 

any chemicals on your gardens that will kill your beneficial insects.  What to do even more?  Think about leaving your 

dandelions alone in the lawn.  These pretty (but pesky, I know, I know) flowers are some of the first food available to 

pollinators in the spring.  These are just a few ideas – there’s plenty more out there so get googling! 

Resources 

For more information on the MMP and the Township pollinator garden contact Megan Bonenfant: 705-342-5856 ext. 
404, mbonenfant@carlingtownship.ca . 
 

For a copy of the Township Volunteer application, visit our website: http://carlingtownship.ca/index.php/township-
information/application-forms . 
 

Mayor’s Monarch Pledge: http://www.nwf.org/Garden-For-Wildlife/Create/Communities/Mayors-Monarch-Pledge.aspx 

Monarch Watch: http://www.monarchwatch.org/  

Journey North: http://www.learner.org/jnorth/monarch/index.html  

Xerces Society: http://www.xerces.org/  

Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve: www.gbbr.ca 

1 http://www.nwf.org/~/media/PDFs/Garden-for-Wildlife/Monarch-Conservation-in-Americas-Cities_Guide-121715.pdf                                                                                 

2 http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/windsor/monarch-butterfly-population-in-jeopardy-after-mexican-storm-1.3581065  
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